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From the President
By Joe Chambers

What fun we had at the Winter
Party! It was nice to see so many
of our members in one place. The
Winter Party is always our best-attended event of the year. This year
we had 80 members in attendance.
The raffle is always a fun part of the
evening and I would like to thank
Mitch Schneringer of Porsche
Omaha and Denny Strauss for
their generous contributions. As you
have seen in Der Skooner, we were
able to use the raffle proceeds, along
with some other monies that we had
collected last year, to gift $1,000 to
Angels Among Us. We also received
some contributions in our new
“Stuff The Helmet” campaign. The
“Helmet” will be present at most of
our events throughout the year and
we hope you will continue to support the Club’s charitable work as we
use our resources to give back to our
community. Champions Run Club
turned out to be a really nice venue
for our Club. The room worked well
for socializing and dinner. We will
likely return to Champions again
next year. History has shown in the
past that we will not see many that
attended the party until next year’s
event. I hope 2019 is different and
you will choose to come out for
some of the fun events we are planning this year. We hope we will see
you again soon!
I’m a big fan of live IMSA racing.
I don’t get to go to many races but

when I do it’s always a thrill to witness a race in person. The sights, the
sounds, and the smells are just intoxicating. This year’s Rolex 24 at Daytona was a difficult start to the season. As you all saw, the weather was
brutal for the second-half. Fellow
GPR member Shawn Keeler went
to this year’s race and he will tell you
that even when the conditions aren’t
ideal, being at the race is magical. I
didn’t get to go this year but I was
watching as much of the broadcast
as I could. My focus is always on
the GTLM group. Porsche ran really
well at the beginning of the race and
into the night. When I went to bed
Saturday night things looked good
for our favorite brand. When I woke
up on Sunday morning the race was
red flagged for rain. The Porsche
#912 was fortunate to salvage P3 on
a penalty to the #67 Ford GT for an
illegal pit stop for diving in the pit
just as the red flag was waved. I have
to admit that I’m a sick man; I like
it when the Corvettes and the Ford
GTs have problems. However, it’s a
shame when weather determines the
outcome in any sport. We all prefer
races that are decided on the track.
One like this should have an asterisk
on it.
Speaking of races, the “12 Hours
of Sebring” will be run on March
16. Lucky for us, Shawn Keeler and
Ross Gredys, of Rebellion Forge
(Continued on Page 5)
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Membership News

GPR Name Badges

By Brandon Koom
Membership Chair
When you join the Porsche Club
of America, you become a member
of the largest independent, single
marque club in the world. Membership is open to all Porsche owners,
co-owners or lessees, who are 18
years of age or older. Club membership allows you to learn more about
what your car can do, have more
fun with it and get to know other
Porsche owners who share your
interests. We have fun, do cool stuff
and drive some of the finest cars
made. Come join the fun!
Why not save time and renew for 2
or 3 years? The benefits are many:
you will be able to attend GPR
member-only events such as the
always popular Winter Party, Spring
Fling Social as well as enjoy free
advertising for car-related items for
sale in Der Skooner. You must be
a PCA member (pca.org) in order
to join the Great Plains Region.
All GPR memberships expired on
December 31st, unless you renew for multiple years. RENEW
NOW!
Please go to gprpca. com and click
on the green button: “Join or Renew
Your GPR Membership Online”.
Be sure to add your significant other
to the email list so she/he can also
receive GPR/PCA emails. Complete
the information and pay by credit
card on our secure site. If you prefer
to pay by check, you may print the
online form and mail it in.
Questions? Contact:
Brandon Koom, Membership Chair
bkoom@cox.net
Der Skooner

Look official at our next GPR/PCA
event. The magnetic name badges
are $12, which includes shipping to
your home. They take about 3 weeks
to arrive.

Congratulations

If you would like to order one,
please contact Melinda at gprnewsletter@gmail.com.

to our members with March PCA
anniversaries:
35 Years
George Blessing
Robert Thompson
20 Years
Mike Geier
15 Years
Steve Ginn
10 Years
Josh Nassef
Abe Schlott
Larry Ziman
5 Years
William Raymond
John Urban

Your Name

By the Numbers
112 GPR members
266 PCA members in our Region

Welcome new PCA members:

Robert Kent, Omaha
David Stafford, Harlan, IA
and new PCA and GPR member:
Paul Schudel, Omaha
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(From the President, continued from
Page 2)
Racing, are hosting our club for an
exciting day of race watching and
just hanging out. I’m looking forward to seeing Ross’ shop. He is a
talented guy that produces a variety
of products from custom headers to
metal home décor. We hope you will
come join us. Shawn and Ross are
providing all of the food and beverages for this free event. The race
starts at 10:30am and that would be

a great time to be there and enjoy
the chaos of starting a long endurance race like Sebring. We will have
our “Stuff the Helmet” there for
anyone that would like to contribute
to our 2019 charity, “Angels Among
Us”. Shawn and Ross will be out
there from 9 until 5 so you can drop
in and out at your leisure.
Mark your calendar for April 6 for
the April Porsches and Pancakes.
This one will be at Porsche Omaha
and will basically be a tech session

on first time DE participants, driving the line, and what do all those
buttons in my Porsche do and when
the heck do I use them and not use
them. Coffee and donuts will be provided.
We are a month closer to warmer
weather! It won’t be long until we
are doing oil changes, checking the
brake pads, and adjusting the tire
pressures. Woohoo!!
-Joe

Will Spring ever come?!
Get your Porsche ready to drive now the snow will melt eventually!

Advertise your business here!
Contact Melinda at
gprnewsletter@gmail.com
for pricing.
Der Skooner
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March

9th 		Porsches & Pancakes				Garden Café,				8:00 am
									
11040 Oak St., Omaha
16th			
			

Viewing Party for 12 Hours of Sebring
See Page 15.					

Rebellion Forge Racing Shop		
9am - 5/6pm
550 Reichmuth Rd., Bay 4, Valley NE

3rd-6th		

Treffen Santa Barbara				

Santa Barbara, CA

6th			

DE 101 & Chalk Talk				

Porsche Omaha, 6625 L Street		

			

Watch for more information to come. NO Porsches & Pancakes this month.

April
20th			

Fun Run to Museum of American Speed, Lincoln					

			

Watch for more information to come about this event.

May

9 - 10:30 am
TBD

4th			

Spring Fling DE				

Raceway Park of the Midlands		

7:00 Check-In

4th			

Spring Fling Social at the Track		

RPM					

5:00 pm

31st-June 1, 2 PCA Club Race & Advanced DE		

June

Motorsport Park Hastings

1st, 2nd		

PCA Club Race & Advanced DE		

Motorsport Park Hastings

1st			

Club Race Party at the Tessmans		

Hastings, NE				

30th			

Annual GPR Picnic & Porsche Car Show

Walnut Grove Pavillion, Omaha

6:00 pm

Watch your email and our website, gprpca.com, for more information
and new events as they are added.

This is YOUR Club - be a part of it!
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Pour it. Then store it.
Ethanol in today’s fuel makes it less stable
than ever. No-Rosion solves this problem.
It stabilizes fuel. Prevents and removes
deposits. Stops corrosion. Enhances
fuel volatility. Pour in a bottle now, and
prevent problems in the spring.

Complimentary
tech inspections

One bottle treats 20 gallons of fuel.
($10.95 per bottle / $49.95 per six pack)

Applied Chemical Specialties, Inc.
(402) 571-3360 • Fax (402) 390-9262
Order online at: WWW.NO-ROSION.COM

(402) 932-7827
Factory-level service
for your Porsche

Rich Kavan
402-981-7340
rich.kavan@bhhsamb.com

starclassmotors.com
731 West 6th Street
Papillion, NE 68046

customized
management
For your commercial real estate.

This will be my 18th year of selling Real Estate. I can’t think of a better way to utilize my
30 year home building experience, than to help future home buyers and sellers.
Please consider me if you know anyone needing the help
of an experienced Real Estate, Professional.

Der Skooner

John Krecek, Broker
Tel: (402) 995-1470
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com

customrealty
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GREAT PLAINS REGION

CARRERA GT AT MPH

May 31 - June 2, 2019 •

SPONSORED BY PORSCHE OMAHA

FRI: TEST AND TUNE (DE RULES) - 1-5 p.m.
SAT & SUN: THREE SPRINT RACES FOR EACH CLASS
SATURDAY NIGHT SOCIAL

MOTORSPORT PARK HASTINGS
2.15 MI • HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

REGISTRATION: register.pca.org
MORE INFO: txlessmann@cox.net
or www.gprpca.com

REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 22

PCA

OMAHA’S PREMIER CATERING
COMPANY FOR OVER 15 YEARS!

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JESSICA BLEX

8

www.AttitudeOnFood.com // 402-341-3663
Der Skooner

Porsches and Pancakes
There were 20 members and 3 future members who attended the Porsches
& Pancakes breakfast on Saturday, February 9th. We really hope the weather
improves so everyone will be able to drive their Porsches to our next breakfast on March 9th. We meet at Garden Café, 11040 Oak Street in Omaha at
8 am. Bring your significant other, too, for a great morning of good food
and conversation.

Board member Terry Lessmann
(L) presented outgoing Board member Steve Bartlett (R) with a thank
you gift for serving as our Social
Chair for the past 2 years.
Thank you, Steve!

Terry presented David Adler (R)
with a plaque for winning the
Enthusiast of the Year award for
2018.

Stay Current on all
Things GPR and PCA:

gprpca.com

pca.org

facebook.com/groups/
gprpca

Congratulations, David!

Der Skooner
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The Great Plains Region Invites You to

Come Track with us!
Here are the dates for our 2019 DEs
Spring Fling

May 4th - Check-in 7 am

Spring Fling Social at the
Track - 5:00 pm

PCA Club Race &
Advanced DE
May 31st - June 2nd

Club Race Party at
the Tessmans - June 1st-6:00pm

Fall Finale

October 19th - Check-in 7 am
Novices welcome to attend!
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What does the Porsche
crest really mean?

Der Skooner
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Meet a GPR Member
The GPR/PCA is made up of
a great group of members. This
month’s feature member is Sally
Knapp.
Growing up in a small town outside
Boston, my sister and I were always
fascinated with cars. Our grandfather was a mechanic and rose to
become general manager of a Buick
dealership in the area, so Saturday
morning trips to the dealership were
always a treat. I still have a dash
clock from a 1920s era Buick that I
“inherited” from my father.
Porsches have always been my
dream car, something to drool over,
never to own. Fast forward to April
2000, it was time to replace my 1985
RX7. My husband and I decided to
check out a Jaguar that I had convinced myself I wanted at Classic
Motors. Just as we pulled in, the Jag
pulled out, someone beat me to it.
While waiting for it to return, we
both spotted a car we didn’t recognize, a 1992 Porsche 968 cabriolet.
All thoughts of the Jaguar flew out
the window, this was my dream car.

12

We bought it on the spot.
Several years later in 2003 I was
talked into joining the club and attending the GPR club race at MAM.
I distinctly remember standing on
top of the grandstand and looking
down on the grid at the cars waiting
to go out. I had to find a way to do
this. I tracked the 968 for a season
then bought my first race car, a 1983
944 which I first raced in 2008. I’ve
also raced a 1989 944 S2 (we won’t

go into why I no longer have that
car) and my present race car, another
1989 S2.
I’ve enjoyed all my years with the
club—I have that leggy blonde who
drove off in the Jaguar that fateful
day to thank for it.

More pictures on Page 13.

Der Skooner

More Meet a GPR Member Pictures
Continued from Page 12)

Rick Mourey and Sally Knapp show their coveted
Workers Choice awards they received at
Oktoberfast at Hallett
October, 2018.

Can you guess who this is?!
Teammate and GPR Safety Chair Rick Mourey
changing before a race at the 944 Cup West
Championship at Hallett.
(Sally did get Rick’s permission to show his legs!)

Der Skooner
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Sparkling Joy
By Steve Wilwerding, GPR Member and Past President
Some of you may recognize the title
from bestselling author Marie Kondo’s book, or from her new Netflix
show. The only reason I know of it
is I stumbled upon my wife watching
the show, and I caught a few minutes.
From what I could gather, Ms.
Kondo helps people declutter their
lives. These people do not necessarily have to be “hoarders” – the idea
is that all of us have apartments or
houses full of things that we do not
use or need anymore, and that our
lives would be made happier and
more fulfilling if we only kept the
things that “spark joy” for us.
A good deal of the program is
devoted to getting rid of clothing –
you are supposed to take every piece
of clothing that you own, put it all
into a big pile, and evaluate each individually for the joy that it inspires
in you. No joy? It goes in the donation box. Since the show debuted a
few weeks ago on Netflix, donations
to Goodwill and related charities
have gone through the roof.
Now, I can’t say that I have ever
looked at any piece of clothing I
have ever owned in my life and say
that it sparked any joy. In fact, I
reflected that there were very few
things that I own that really spark
joy. Then, of course, I thought of
my Porsche.
Now, people own Porsches for different reasons – some of our Club
members own very expensive, very
old Porsches, and they enjoy looking at them and showing them off.
Some of our members have dedicat14

ed track cars, and their greatest joy
is to get down to Hastings or Pacific
Junction. For me, nothing beats
putting the top down on a 75-degree
day and just driving anywhere.

I own, but in the 16 years I’ve had it,
it has sparked joy innumerable times.
I can remember the day I bought
it – I was 24 years old, and I had just
bought my dream car. I can remember my first track day. I can remember driving it to Kansas City to get a
new engine, and driving to Arkansas
to get that new engine tuned. I can
remember driving it to Denver to do
a DE at Second Creek Raceway. I
can remember displaying it along the
Omaha riverfront during a GPR car
show. I can remember my wife and
I driving it away from our wedding
reception with the top down.

Does my Porsche spark joy? You bet
it does. But it’s not the aluminum
So, does my Porsche spark joy? Well, and steel and soft top and headlights
– it’s the memories. And scores of
if someone took the engine out
those memories were made with my
of the car and it were sitting in my
friends in the Porsche Club. When
garage, it would still be pretty, but it
I look back on my time in the GPR,
wouldn’t spark much joy. That got
all of the fun runs, the DEs, the
me thinking – there is not one possession I have, including my Porsche, dinners, the car shows, they all spark
that, of itself, sparks joy. Rather, the joy, and I’m lucky enough that every
things that we own spark joy because time I look at my Porsche, it reminds
me of all those experiences. The
of the feelings and memories they
Porsche Club’s motto is “It’s not just
evoke.
the cars, it’s the people.” I would respectfully like to add, “and the joy.”
My guess is that if you think of the
things most important to you, they
probably aren’t the expensive things.
I have a candy dish that probably
isn’t worth $10, but my grandmother
gave it to me when I moved into
my first house, and it is one of my
most treasured possessions. We have
an album on our coffee table with
pictures from our honeymoon, and I
can’t glance at it without remembering the fun we had.
The Porsche may be an exception –
it is certainly not the cheapest thing
Der Skooner

The GPRPCA is formally invited to come out and enjoy a live broadcast of
the 12 Hours of Sebring, food/drinks and lots of great conversation!
Hosted by Shawn Keeler and Rebellion Forge Racing

Saturday, March 16th from 9am - 5pm
Rebellion Forge Racing - 550 Reichmuth Road, Bay 4, Valley, NE
• Admission is free, but we are suggesting a $10/person donation at the door
(proceeds to be given to the GPR 2019 charity - Angels Among Us)
• Catered food and drinks provided
• Raffle for a TV and some Rebellion Forge gear!

RSVP to Chris Coda at christopher_coda@hotmail.com
no later than 3/12.

Come out and join us!
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible!
Der Skooner

15

Saturday, February 9th
Fountain Hills, AZ
Photos by Kurt & Melinda
Halvorson

Acid Green GT3

Custom 3.8 liter twin-turbo build by
Patrick Motorsports in Phoenix
16

Ultraviolet goodness!

The 959 - every bit a supercar to this day
Der Skooner

Dear Great Plains Region Member,

Quality social and driving events are a direct result of your financial support of GPR PCA.

If you have joined us in the past for the Annual Winter Party, the Spring Fling, the summer social in
Hastings, or other events involving food and friendship, we hope you have experienced worthwhile
events as a Porsche owner. Quality food, a suitable setting and the time to connect with other Porsche
enthusiasts make outstanding events, and we would like to continue and improve them.

Revenue from track events, such as the annual Club Race and Driver Education events can help supply
revenue to cover the cost of social events, but are insufficient and unreliable sources to support all of our
annual events. Our $30 dues help offset minor club costs, but as a whole do not cover even one large
social event during the year.
We thank Porsche Omaha and our individual sponsors in the past year, as well as the many volunteers
who have allowed the membership as a whole to enjoy themselves with little to no money coming out of
their own pockets to attend club social events.

The GPR needs your support to continue the legacy of a great Porsche Club organizing exceptional
events. Please consider your support for the GPR for 2019.
Sincerely,

Your GPR Board of Directors

(Please detach the bottom portion and send with your donation.)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Sponsor Levels:
918 Spyder
962
917
908

$750 and up
$500 - $749
$250 - $499
$100 - $249

Please make your donation payable to: GPR/PCA and mail to:
Moe Shanley, Treasurer GPR/PCA
1325 N. 131st Circle
Omaha, NE 68154
Questions? Please email Moe at gprpcatreas@gmail.com.

Der Skooner
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1985.5 944
Survivor Story
Purchased Oct. 31, 2018. 14 years with previous owners.
Minimum maintenance. Parked outside on limestone gravel
road
for the last 5 years.

Major clean up project. Limestone dust
clogged. Every lock, hinge, window,
headlight, suspension & undercarriage.
Multiple clean up hours, scrubbing
buffing, & polishing. Interior caked with
dust & dirt. Carpet with no mats, but
cleaned up well. Makes one realize
Porsches build quality.

Next step Mechanical. The K II auto repair
team 78 & L street performed the magic
renewal of all systems, bring everything
back to factory specs, and operating the
way a Porsche 944 was intended! Good
thing they own & love Porsches.
Now it's time to enjoy this classic Porsche 944.
Plan to drive it at the Glenwood Track.
This is my 3rd 944 & 5th Porsche & probably
not my last.
I look forward to seeing & enjoying the great
people I have met with the Porsche Club.
Have a Fantastic 2019!

Rich Kavan
402-981-7340
rich.kavan@bhhsa,mb.com
Buy, Sell, Invest! Please consider me if you know
anyone needing the help of an experienced Real
Estate Professional.
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GPR February 2019 Board Meeting Minutes
Date: 02-05-2019
In Attendance: Joe Chambers, Chris Coda. Moe Shanley,
Melinda Halvorson, David Adler, Rick Mourey, Brandon
Koom, Terry Lessmann, Eric Elliott
Secretary: David Adler
Motion to accept January minutes as published in Der
Skooner – Accepted Unanimously.
President: Joe Chambers
Winter Party Wrap Up: The board and membership
were generally happy with the venue for the winter party.
We have currently reserved January 18 for next year. We
will look at other menu options to enhance the experience for the coming year.
Sponsorship Update: Porsche Omaha has confirmed
their sponsorship for the year and we’re appreciative
of their ongoing support. Angels Among Us was most
grateful for our donation and sent a thank-you letter.
Social Media Policy: Board discussed updating our social
media policy to present a consistent set of rules for
membership regarding advertising and outside events.
David Adler and Melinda Halvorson will draw up a draft
for approval at the next GPR Board Meeting.
Social: Chris Coda
Chris outlined upcoming social events:
February: Pay-Your-Own-Way Dinner - 23 February
1800 Greek Islands, RSVP by 20 February to Chris
Coda
March: New! Sean Keeler has invited the GPRPCA to
a Sebring viewing party 16 March 0900 – 1200 at Rebellion Forge Racing in Valley NE. More details are be
forthcoming.
April: 06 DE 101: at Woodhouse Porsche 0900-1030.
Rick Mourey will be leading the presentation
20 April Fun Run to the Museum of American Speed in
Lincoln NE - $27.50 per person includes admission to
the museum and breakfast. GPR members will pre-pay
through the club website. The club will cover the setup
fees
May: 04 May DE Social. The club invites DE drivers,
families, and the GPR members to a post DE social to
be catered at Raceway Park of the Midlands.
June: 30 June Picnic at Walnut Grove. Fun in the sun,
food, and shine up your Porsche for the car show! More
details to come.
Der Skooner

Other events are in the planning. Chris Coda is coordinating, and details will be discussed in more detail at
upcoming board meetings.
Safety/CDI: Rick Mourey
No new National safety updates as of February 4. Rick
plans a DE Chalktalk and Driver Tech Session for the
06 April DE 101 event. PowerPoint is being updated
and speakers are being lined up. Rick has a new DE
Tech form in development.
Registrar: Terry Lessmann
2019 DE Schedule confirmed and posted in Der Skooner (February). Waiting on contracts from DE venues.
Treasurer: Moe Shanley
Moe has completed a complete audit of club financials
and normalized accounting methods to current best
practices. He has also reworked monthly reporting to
better serve managing club finances.
Financials as of 05 February 2019:
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Pinnacle Bank 				
Total Checking/Savings 			

$75,954.89
75,954.89

Other Current Assets
Club Deposits 				
Total Other Current Assets 			
Total Current Assets 				
TOTAL ASSETS 				

5,000.00
5,000.00
80,954.89
80,954.89

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Prepaid 2020 Member Dues
		
660.00
Prepaid 2021 Member Dues
		
270.00
Total Other Current Liabilities 		
930.00
Total Current Liabilities 			
930.00
Total Liabilities 				930.00
Equity
Opening Balance Equity 			
Net Income				

83,180.22
-3,155.33
19

Total Equity				$80,024.89
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 				
						$80,954.89
Past President: No Report
Membership: Brandon Koom
112 Paid 2019 GPR members and 266 PCA members
in our region. The club welcomes new PCA and GPR
Member: Paul Schudel from Omaha and his 2019 Carrera T!
Editor – Melinda Halvorson
Melinda distributed a sponsor plea letter for review by
the board which will be published in Der Skooner. The
board discussed sponsorship levels and will maintain the
levels for the current year. Planned March articles: Steve
Wilwerding personal reflections, GPR Member of the
Month, Full Page for DE and Club Race, Porsches and
Pancakes, photos Dinner at Greek Islands Restaurant.

Webmaster – Eric Elliott
Eric will update the website to cover the Greek Islands
event. The new website is almost complete. The board
will complete a final review and approve via email prior
to going live. Key issues to be finalized include default
event view and posting a consistent privacy policy/statement on the site.
New Business: None
Next Meeting
05 March 2019
Motion to adjourn was made and accepted unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
David Adler
Secretary

More Concours in the Hills
pictures
(Left) It’s a long drive from the United Arab
Emirates - note the custom message plate as well.

(Right) Just another 4.0 liter Singer creation at a
cost of over $400,000...

