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hands on the wheel
By Steve Gehring

50th Anniversary Dinner
The big 50th anniversary celebration
dinner is coming up October 21st at
6:00 p.m. at the Hilton Omaha. As
of the date I submitted this column,
we had 89 registrations, with room
for 150. It should be a sellout, so
please get your reservations in as
quickly as you can to Steve Bartlett,
steve.bartlett100@gmail.com.
This should be a really fun and
unique evening. The highlight will
be a talk by Hurley Haywood, the
winningest driver in Porsche history.
Denny Strauss is putting together
a historical exhibit about our Club.
It should be outstanding. Everyone
attending will receive a beautiful
gold-rim porcelain coffee cup with
the Porsche crest and name on it. We
will also have some fun door prizes
and giveaways, including a just-published book on the first 70 years of
Porsche; a racing poster autographed
by Hurley Haywood; and some other
vintage racing posters, a gift of John
Tanner, a former Porsche salesman
in Omaha.
Further Musings on the Brand
In my August column, I talked
about the significant success of the
Porsche 919 and the struggles that
the various Porsche teams had had
at recent IMSA races. In September,
I reported on several Porsche GT
team victories with the new 911
RSRs. I also commented on the sad
news that the highly successful 919

Le Mans program is over and that
Porsche was looking to Formula E.
On September 7th, Porsche made a
formal announcement that it indeed
will participate in Formula E, as it
fits well with Porsche’s Mission E
strategy. The good news was that
Porsche also announced it was
strengthening its commitment to the
GT Class races and particularly the
RSR.
It was assumed that the decision
to drop out of the 919 Le Mans
program was financial. It is estimated that it cost Porsche about $50
million a year to run in the World
Endurance Championship Series.
That all made some sense given the
VW diesel scandal. On the heels of
all that, Porsche, surprisingly to me,
announced that it was interested
in getting into Formula 1 through
development of a new engine. The
Red Bull Formula 1 team and others
have called for another independent
manufacturer by 2021. It is estimated that the current Formula 1 V6
turbo engine cost Ferrari, Mercedes
and Renault a combined $500 million to develop. Formula 1 engines
typically cost $8-10 million a copy.
Obviously Ferrari and Mercedes will
not be buying any Porsche engines.
This one will be interesting to watch.
More to come.
P.S. A young woman in Nashville,
(Continued on Page 4)
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Membership News

GPR Name Badges

By Joe Chambers
Membership Chair
Join or renew your GPR
membership NOW!
Why not save time and renew for 2
or 3 years? The benefits are many:
you will be able to attend GPR
member-only events such as the
always popular Winter Party, Spring
Fling Social, New Member Dinner,
as well as enjoy free advertising for
car-related items for sale in Der
Skooner. Don’t miss out on these
great events! You must be a PCA
member (pca.org) in order to join
the Great Plains Region. All GPR
memberships expire on December
31st, unless you renew for multiple
years.
Please go to gprpca.com and click
on the green button: “Join or
Renew Your GPR Membership
Online”. Be sure to add your significant other to the email list so she/he
can also receive GPR/PCA emails.
Complete the information and pay
by credit card on our secure site. If
you prefer to pay by check, you
may print the online form and mail
it in.
Contact Joe Chambers, Membership Chair, with any questions:
402.250.7032.

On the Front Cover
Mike Reynolds’ photo at the Dog
Days of Summer DE.
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Welcome to our new PCA
members:

Igor Begovic, Sioux City, IA
Stewart Heyen, Bellevue
Russ Rodriguez, Itasca, IL
Jay Stewart, Bennington
And welcome to our new PCA and
GPR member:

Craig Kelley, Omaha
Please make them all feel welcome
the next time you see them at an
event.

GPR Member Numbers
152 paid 2017 GPR members
268 PCA members in our region

In This Issue

Look official at our next GPR/PCA
event. The magnetic name badges
are $12, which includes shipping to
your home. They take about 3 weeks
to arrive.
If you would like to order one,
please contact Melinda at gprnewsletter@gmail.com.

Your Name

Congratulations
to our members with an October
PCA anniversary:
10 Years

Kim & Ann Burger
5 Years

David Adler
John Artherton
Alex Fischer
Gary Grosz
Jeff & Linda Sena
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Thank You GPR Sponsor!

(Hands on the Wheel, continued from
Page 2)
driving a Porsche SUV, got into an
argument with a homeless man who
had complained that her loud music
and the fumes of the Porsche were
disturbing his sleep on his sidewalk
home. She apparently got her gun,
stepped out of her vehicle and
shot him twice. She is charged with
attempted murder. We expect better
of Porsche owners!

Special thanks goes to the following
sponsor, and previous sponsors,
for their gifts to the Great Plains
Region that provides further financial assistance to the Club. This has
been a big year for us as we celebrate
the 50th anniversary of our region.
We have had many exciting events,
for which the Club has paid for as
many as possible.

General Support
GT3 Level

John Beerling

This space is available
for you to advertise your business.
Please contact Melinda at:
gprnewsletter@gmail.com
for more information.

Pour it. Then store it.
Ethanol in today’s fuel makes it less stable
than ever. No-Rosion solves this problem.
It stabilizes fuel. Prevents and removes
deposits. Stops corrosion. Enhances
fuel volatility. Pour in a bottle now, and
prevent problems in the spring.
One bottle treats 20 gallons of fuel.
($10.95 per bottle / $49.95 per six pack)

Applied Chemical Specialties, Inc.
(402) 571-3360 • Fax (402) 390-9262
Order online at: WWW.NO-ROSION.COM

customized
management
For your commercial real estate.
John Krecek, Broker
Tel: (402) 995-1470
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com

Der Skooner

customrealty
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October
14th		

Porsches & Pancakes - First Watch				

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha		

8:00 am

		

Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 11 to steve.bartlett100@gmail.com.

21st		

GPR 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner		

		

See Page 8 for information.												
7:00 pm Dinner

th

November

Hilton Omaha				

6:00 pm Social

9th-11th		

Porsche Palooza								

		

Go to pca-palooza.com for more information and to register.

11th		

Porsches & Pancakes - First Watch				

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha		

11th		

GPR New Member Dinner					

		

See Page 10 for your invitation.					

Oak Hills Country Club, Omaha 6:00 pm Social		
12325 Golfing Green Drive
7:00 pm Dinner

December
9th		

Porsches & Pancakes - First Watch				

January - 2018
13th		

Porsches & Pancakes - First Watch				

Eureka Springs, Arkansas
8:00 am

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha		

8:00 am

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha		

8:00 am

20th		 GPR Annual Winter Party					 The Club at Indian Creek, Elkhorn
		
Watch for more information in Der Skooner.									

6:00 pm Social		

7:00 pm Dinner

Stay up to date on all GPR events on our website: gprpca.com.

This is YOUR Club - be a part of it!

* Not a GPR/PCA sponsored event
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Factory-level service
for your Porsche

(402) 932-7827
MERCEDES-BENZ ● BMW ● JAGUAR
LAND ROVER ● VOLKSWAGEN
AUDI ● PORSCHE

starclassmotors.com
731 West 6th Street
Papillion, NE 68046

Top motorsports brands...

...at the lowest prices in the nation!

competitionmotorsport.com
Der Skooner

844 . 438 . 7244
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Did You Get Your
Invitation,
GPR Members?
By Melinda Halvorson, Editor
It’s almost here! The big event your
GPR Board has been planning for
for a long time ... our 50th
Anniversary Celebration Dinner
with the Porsche Club of America.
This is an event you won’t want to
miss.
You MUST be a current GPR member to attend and we are limiting the
event to 150 people. 85 spots are
already gone. You MUST RSVP to
our Social Chair, Steve Bartlett, at
steve.bartlett100@gmail.com by
October 11th. No late RSVPs will
be accepted. If you are unable to
attend after you have RSVPd, please
notify Steve Bartlett as soon as possible as we’ll likely have a wait list.
This is a very special event for the
GPR. Please wear business attire. No
jeans, please.
If you would like to spend the night
at the Hilton Omaha, we have a
block of discounted rooms available
for $149 per night. Call (402)9984200 to reserve your room and mention the Porsche Club discount.
It’s time to celebrate!
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Porsche Palooza - November 9th - 11th
PCA Palooza is held annually on
the 2nd weekend of November in
the eclectic, Ozark Mountain town
of Eureka Springs, Arkansas, also
known as “Little Switzerland.”
Autumn is one of the best times to
view Northwest Arkansas’ beauty.
Fall foliage and cool, crisp temperatures coupled with rolling hills
and scenic, twisty roads make for a
fun-filled adventure. Palooza offers

a low-key, fun-for-everyone event
with tours, drives, dinners, parade,
“Palooza Fest”, tech sessions, and
shine & show with Porsche enthusiasts and camaraderie.
Go to pca-palooza.com for more information. Event headquarters: Best
Western Inn of the Ozarks Convention Center.

Stay Current on all
Things GPR and PCA:

gprpca.com

pca.org

Save the Date!

facebook.com/groups/
gprpca

The date for the always popular GPR Winter Party has been set!
Please put Saturday, January 20th, 2018 on your calendars.

I Want Your Car...

The party will be held at The Club at Indian Creek
in Elkhorn, Nebraska.
The 2017 Year in Review
slide show will run from
6:00 to 7:00 pm during the
social hour, followed by a
wonderful dinner. Awards
and a raffle with great prizes
will finish off the
evening. You won’t
want to miss it!
You must be a GPR member
to attend this event, so join
now at gprpca.com.
Der Skooner

... on the front cover of
Der Skooner!
I would like pictures submitted for
consideration for the front cover
to be portrait (vertical) orientation,
please.
I’d also like to bring back “Member Rides” but I need pictures
of your cars! Those can be any
orientation. Send your JPG(s) to:
gprnewsletter@gmail.com.
			
~ Editor
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You and a Guest
are invited to the
Annual GPR New Member Dinner
on
Saturday, November 11th, 2017
at
Oak Hills Country Club
12325 Golfing Green Drive, Omaha

6:00 Social Hour (Cash Bar)
7:00 Buffet Dinner
Help us welcome our new 2017 GPR members to the Great Plains
Region! This will give you an opportunity to meet your new fellow
members and welcome them to a great organization. ALL current
GPR members and a guest are invited to attend. Dinner will be
provided by the GPR.
You MUST be a current GPR member to attend. Please email our
Social Chair, Steve Bartlett, at steve.bartlett100@gmail.com by
Saturday, November 4th to RSVP. No jeans, please.
This is an away game for the Huskers. If it is a night game we will
have a tv available in the bar so you won’t miss a thing!
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By Gary Quast
GPR Member
... that Club members enjoyed a great evening with Mark
Donohue not too long before his untimely fatal accident? He was a great speaker and knowledgeable conversationalist. Many folks enjoyed his stories from the track
and from the engineering standpoint. Mark excelled at
using his engineering education to “set up” his race cars.
There was no one better at doing set ups.

book was written over 40 years ago, before all the wind
tunnels, computer engineering programs and advanced
facilities that are available for the racing teams today.

For those who have not read, The Unfair Advantage,
written by Mark Donohue, I would urge you to read this
wonderful book in which Mark describes his approach
to engineering, setting up the car and racing. You can
learn a lot from reading this book. Remember that this

Mark raced in the inaugural IROC series in 1973/74.
In the four race series using identical specially prepared
Porsche RSRs, Mark won the first and third of three
races at Riverside and the final race at Daytona.
Donohue beat the best racing drivers of that era from all
of the major championships. His championship RSR is
on display at the Penske Auto Museum in North Scottsdale, Arizona. There is no admission charge to visit the
museum. It is well worth the time to visit.

Dinner with Mark

Winning IROC Porsche RSR

Der Skooner
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Drivers Education: A Novice’s Guide
By Mike Reynolds, GPR Member
There are a few notable milestones
in Porsche ownership. There’s the
lust followed by the chase. There’s
the purchase followed by the satisfaction. There’s the membership to
the local PCA followed by friendship. Then there’s the track day.
Taking any car to the track is an
exciting affair. Taking your Porsche
is practically a rite of passage. These
cars were built for the track. They
came out of the factory ready to be
tossed about and put through the
paces. Some cars are better equipped
and some drivers are better prepared. Regardless, virtually everyone
starts at a driver’s education sponsored by your local PCA. Fortunately for Porsche owners, PCA has one
of, if not the top Drivers Education
programs of its kind. Their instructors are also the cream of the crop,
frequently getting asked to lend their
expertise to other car club events.
For a novice such as myself I knew
I would be in good hands but I still
didn’t know what to expect. This is a
brief overview of my first track day
held at Raceway Park of the
Midlands in August.
In preparation, I poured over the
Tech Sheet to make sure I was
covered. Brake fluid was changed,
thanks to great products from
Competition Motorsports. Tires
were replaced (more on that later)
and one by one I ticked all the boxes
to make sure the car was ready. My
preparation was enhanced by watching YouTube videos from Larry at
AMMO NYC on his track days. I
highly recommend them. YouTube
search ‘AMMO NYC track day’ for
12

Mike Reynold’s 1987 3.2 Carrera out on the track
more.
I packed up water/food, a torque
wrench, a tire pressure gauge, a tarp
for the ground, a chair, extra clothes,
my helmet and a few other miscellaneous tools I might need (I didn’t).
I would say I got plenty of sleep the
night before, but I’m not going to
lie. I was nervous.

this was how I bought the car. To
account for a wide body kit the previous owner had added spacers and
wider wheels, but had kept the tire
size stock which resulted in the rear
tires being uncomfortably stretched.
I had simply replaced worn rear tires
with new ones the same size. My initial worry was that the car would be
unsafe and I would not be allowed
Tech opens at 7am and not knowing to drive on the track, but others conwhat to expect I got there shortly
firmed I’d be ok for that day but not
after. I prepared my area making
to push it too hard and to look into
sure to leave enough room for fellow replacing them in the near future. I
drivers and then got my registration
should also note that everyone who
done and began speaking to other
mentioned this was very helpful and
drivers as well as my instructor.
polite about the issue and overall
very complimentary of the car in
Within 5 minutes of meeting felgeneral.
low drivers, it was brought to my
attention that my new tires were
So now I know I have the wrong
not properly sized for the wheels.
tires on the car and I’m about to
In hindsight this was obvious, but
(Continued on Page 13)
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(Drivers Education: A Novice’s Guide,
continued from Page 12)
drive it harder than I ever have before. My anxiety was rising. During
the drivers’ meeting (as a novice)
you’re asked to step out and the
chief instructor will take you on a
slow driving tour of the track. This
is your first time seeing the track up
close and you also get a chance to
step out of the car and feel the road
and check the surface. Following this
trip it’s time to get in the car with
your instructor. First they will drive
two laps at highway speeds to show
you around and get a feel for your
car then you will drive two laps. After this it’s back to the classroom.
What will become quickly apparent is that this is a long day and the
schedule is packed. For a novice,
you drive every hour at the same
time, sometimes for 10 minutes and
then later 20 minutes and after each
session it’s back to the classroom.
The classroom is really where PCA
sets themselves apart with extremely
good materials that take you through
everything from what the colored
flags mean and correct track lines, to
passing and the do’s and don’ts on
the track.
We were lucky to have John Krecek
as our classroom instructor. John
also serves on the National Drivers
Education Committee and for our
session he was deploying some of
the newest PCA materials that will
soon be rolled out nationally.
In this day and age you can buy a
Porsche that is more at home on the
track than on the street (GT2, GT3,
GT4, GTS, etc). You can learn in
these cars with things that make it
really easy and smooth: PDK transmission, sport mode, etc. Or, you
Der Skooner

can learn like me in a 30 year old aircooled 911 with no power steering,
no ABS brakes and a stock gearbox
setup. How hard could it be?

is ample time to test these different
lines out. I’m a data guy and one of
the ways to tell if I’m improving is
by lap times. However, my instructor
noted not to pay attention to my
Driving on a track is nerve wracking watch and focus on the lines. The
to begin with. The straight line speed track time is good feedback if I’m
is nothing too crazy; most won’t be
improving, but to his point there
going too fast on this day and cerare more crucial things to focus on.
tainly not in a 30 year old car. The
Smooth is fast. Smoother on the
cornering speed is another story.
track equals faster times. Don’t worry about being quick, worry about
My hesitation and concern was two
being smooth.
fold. First, would I damage the car
in any way? My 1987 911 Carrera is
Though my tires were narrower
in good shape and I wanted to keep than they should have been, and I
it that way. Secondly, I just had no
was down at least 100hp from any
clue how hard I could push the car.
other car out there, I found that my
How hard could I brake? Could I
car did perform well on the track.
hold these turns? Would the gearbox Thanks to an after-market exhaust
hold up? Fortunately, more than one by Bisimoto Engineering in Califorinstructor reassured me that these
nia it sounded like it belonged there.
cars were built for the track and that
they can do these types of events all One issue I had was down-shifting.
day long. The only things to worDown-shifting on the track at high
ry about wearing down are brakes
speeds is very different than on the
and tires, and for my air-cooled car,
street. I ran out of gears on the
burning a little oil. John, having
straights, but was still quicker than
previously owned a 1987 Carrera like when up-shifting on the straights
mine, proclaimed that the 3.2 flat
and down-shifting in the turns,
six engine is one of the better ones
mostly because my shifts were so
of that era and that there were few
poor. Multiple instructors and drivpeople, certainly few in attendance
ers coached me on the proper meththat day, who could really push the
ods (heel/toe) but it was apparent
car to its true limit.
that I could not reach the accelerator
from my brake to blip the throttle,
With my anxiety and nervousness
and more importantly this was an
lowered, it was time to focus on my
advanced maneuver that should be
driving. Everyone, including myself, perfected on the street before being
wants to go fast but what instrucrelied upon at the track. With that in
tors stress the most is smoothness.
mind it was back to hitting the right
Smooth is fast. Smooth on the throt- lines and not worrying about brake,
tle, smooth on the brake and smooth clutch, throttle, shift, release clutch,
in the turns.
turn, hit my lines all at speed.
What’s interesting about driving on
the track with different instructors is
that there are multiple lines to take.
There’s not one correct line but
slight variations. Fortunately there

One of the key takeaways was the
concept of keeping the car stable
via the brake/throttle. When on the
track the car is constantly shifting
(Continued on Page 14)
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(Drivers Education: A Novice’s Guide,
continued from Page 13)
weight from the back (under power)
to the front (under brake). To keep
from unsettling the car, you once
again need to be smooth and resist
coasting and making unnecessary
weight shifts. To wit, the car needs
to either be under full throttle or full
brake. Properly rotating your car into
corners before acceleration gives you
a much better chance of hitting the
turn apex and achieving a proper
exit of the turn.
It’s important after each session with
an instructor to give and receive
feedback on the session. My biggest
jumps were between the 2nd and
3rd sessions. Sometimes going with
different instructors will provide
you additional feedback and tips to
improve your performance. During

the lunch break they will have parade
laps where you can ride with anyone
at highway speeds and no helmets.
This is a great time to grab someone
different to either have them show
you their line or critique your laps.
Also, be sure to check your tire pressure and lug nut torque after each
session to make sure everything is in
a steady state.

to leave. I packed up my gear, added
some oil to the car, checked the
tire pressure and torqued each lug
nut one last time to prepare for the
journey home. Goodbye and thank
you’s were said and as I headed
home my mind was full of mental
notes. There were things I needed to
adjust on the car and many things to
practice and focus on for next time.

By the end of the day they let me
drive a session solo which allowed
me to test out a few different lines
and also prove that I could be
trusted on the track. By 4pm I was
exhausted and many of the other
drivers had cleared out. Early in the
session they said if you were tired
or distracted, going on one final
session would be unwise. Although
it would have been nice to get a few
more laps in, I knew I wouldn’t be at
100% so decided to start preparing

Overall my first track day was exciting and full of knowledge. Thanks
to the Drivers Education of PCA
I felt I was well coached throughout the day. I would like to thank
John Krecek, Bob Lynch and Sally
Knapp for riding with me, as well as
everyone at the Great Plains Region
PCA who participated and helped a
novice like myself. I look forward to
participating in more track days and
learning from all the great people in
our club.

2018 GPR PCA Board of Directors Slate of Candidates
The Nominating Committee met pursuant to the by-laws and unanimously approved the slate of candidates
standing for election this year. Please cast your ballot for the calendar year 2018 Great Plains Region Porsche
Club of America Board of Directors. Current nominees for each Board position are listed below. Space to write
in a candidate is also provided. Watch for an email from Eric Elliott, our GPR webmaster, which will allow you
to vote electronically.
If you prefer to vote by mail, please mail this ballot to: Pete Jardine, 4226 N. 176th St., Omaha, NE 68116,
no later than December 1, 2017.
PRESIDENT		
SECRETARY		
TREASURER		
REGISTRAR		
SOCIAL					
SAFETY					
MEMBERSHIP
WEBMASTER
EDITOR				
14

_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		
_______		

Steve Gehring		
Pete Jardine		
Russ Rabeler		
Terry Lessmann		
Steve Bartlett		
Rick Mourey		
Joe Chambers		
Eric Elliott		
Melinda Halvorson

Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:
Write-in:

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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Meet a GPR Member
The GPR PCA is made up of a great ers of Flagship Restaurant Group.
group of members. This month’s
We started 15 years ago and now we
feature member is Tom Allisma.
have 19 restaurants and 7 fast casual
concepts at Westroads Mall inside
1. When did you join the PCA?
Flagship Commons Food Hall.
I joined PCA in 2012. Steven Ginn,
who is a friend and fellow architect,
5. What makes your car(s) special?
suggested I join.
They only made 896 left hand drive
3.0 Carrera Coupes in 1977. And,
2. What Porsche(s) have you owned and
my 2007 R Turbo is special because
what do you currently own?
you don’t often see too many RUF
2008 Carrera, 2006 Carrera S and
vehicles out on the road.
I currently own a 1977 Carrera 3.0
and 2007 RUF Turbo R Carrera.
6. Next Porsche or current project?
No plans as of right now.
3. Where are you from?
I was born in Chicago. My family
7. Favorite memory with your Porsche?
moved to Omaha when I was 6 years I took my first 2008 C2 on a 30 day
old, so I tell everyone that I’ve been road trip during the summer of 2009
raised in Omaha.
and I covered 6500 miles during
that month long trip. I drove from
4. What is your career/current occupaOmaha out to Seattle and then I
tion?
took mostly coastal roads all the way
Licensed Architect and entrepreneur. down to San Diego. I also stopped
I am president and one of the own- in Las Vegas, Phoenix, Telluride and

1977 911

Der Skooner

Denver on the way back to Omaha.
I have road tripped along the pacific
coast a half dozen times before but
never for an entire month. It was a
very memorable trip and it was a lot
of fun driving the PCH (Highway 1)
in a 911.
8. What got you interested in Porsches?
I’ve always been into sports cars
since I was very young. One day
back in 2007 I stopped into Porsche
of Omaha out of curiosity. Mitch
Schneringer introduced himself
once I entered the showroom, and
he took some time and talked to me
about the Porsche brand. He also
walked me through a 997 and pointed out all the features that makes
a 911 special. Eight months later I
went back to Mitch for my first 911
C2.
9. Any other dream cars you would own?
There are way too many to list.

2007 911 Ruf R Turbo
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Dog Days DE
at RPM
August 26th-27th
34 Drivers
Photos by Melinda Halvorson

16

Der Skooner

Fun Run and Breakfast in Lincoln - September 9th
Left: A GPR Fun Run always
begins with a drivers’ meeting.
Eleven cars with 15 people met
at Mendard’s in Elkhorn to drive
terrific roads to Lincoln. They
were joined by 6 more cars and
12 more people for breakfast at
Greenfields.
Photos by Joe Chambers, Steve
Gehring and Kurt Halvorson.

Kim Burger’s 911 SC

Der Skooner
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All-European Show and Shine
September 10th
Photos by Terry Lessmann, Registrar

Jim Vulku’s 2014 Turbo and Terry Lessmann’s 2001 911 Cab

Ken Burson’s 993 Twin Turbo

Roland Manarin’s Pantera

Trent Abbott’s 1971 911

Porsche Omaha’s display of beautiful Porsches.

Brian Tessman’s Cayman
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GPR September Board Meeting Minutes
The Great Plains Region PCA Board
met at 6:00 pm on September 5, 2017 at
the offices of Cline Williams.
Present were: Steve Gehring, Joe
Chambers, Pete Jardine, Eric Elliott, Terry
Lessmann, Russ Rabeler, Steve Bartlett,
Richard Mourey and Kurt Halvorson.
Melinda Halvorson was an apology.
Social: 23 attended the August P&P
breakfast held at First Watch. 34 drivers
attended the Dog Days DE. Upcoming
events include: Fun Run to Lincoln and
breakfast on 9/9; Member pay dinner
at Lo Sole Mio on 9/16; SeptemberFest
DE at RPM on 9/16 and 9/17; Loess
Hills Fun Run to Woodbine, IA on 9/30;
P&P breakfast on 10/14; 50th Anniversary Dinner at Hilton Hotel on 10/21;
New Member dinner at Oak Hills CC on
11/11; Winter Party at Indian Creek GC
on 1/20/18.
Safety/CDI: Dog Days DE at RPM:
No issues/incidents to report. Observer report filed with National. Theresa
Mourey ran Grid while Steve Gehring
and Rick Mourey ran tech. There was
very positive input from attendees from
different states. Participants from MN,
IL, and KS all had positive feedback. 3
novice drivers were signed off. Student
handbooks for RPM and Hastings have
been updated and released to the website.
Will look to have ClubReg updated as
well. New tech form has been updated
to reflect Autonomous Braking rules.
Insurance certificate for the 9/9 Fun
Run received and request for insurance
for September DE was submitted. Chair
attended 8/30 Region Focus Webinar on
Driving Tours. Webinar reviewed proposed changes/enforcements to driving
tour rules and requirements that are being
piloted throughout the regions. Region
input will be utilized to decide what
updates will be formalized. Overall, GPR
is in general compliance with current and
proposed requirements. Areas of note
for GPR: We will need to ensure lead car
and sweeper cars have two occupants in
order to conform with safe driving practices and communications between lead
and sweeper; File observers/after event
report; Waiver required for all participants
including minors; Drivers meeting to be
held prior to start. A Fun Run Leader
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checklist will be put together.
Registrar: There were 34 total participants for the August Dog Days DE.
28 cars for Saturday and 16 on Sunday.
10 of the 34 participants were Board
Members or Instructors. Registration
has opened for SeptemberFest DE on
September 16 & 17. There are 5 drivers
registered at this point. A committee will
be put together to discuss board/instructor discounts and how to increase DE
participation.
Secretary: The minutes of the August meeting were approved as distributed.
President: Invitations were mailed
for the 50th Anniversary Dinner. RSVP’s
are going to be cut off after the first
150 people (capacity issue at the venue). A discussion was held regarding an
autocross event. Kurt and Joe reported
they attended an SCCA autocross event
in Lincoln. In discussion with the management of the event, it was suggested
that the club gauge membership interest
in an autocross event by having some
attendance at the next SCCA autocross
event. Details will be gathered on the next
event to share with the membership as a
non-sanctioned and non-sponsored GPR
outing. A discussion was held in regards
to the Club Race. Pinning down a date
for the 2018 race has been problematic.
Three weekends are available for the Club
Race that works well with PCA and MPH.
The board ruled out the two April dates
due to concerns with weather. The board
discussed June 16-17, 2018 and its conflict
with Father’s Day. An email blast will be
sent out to racers seeking their input on
their availability to race this weekend and
then the Board will decide whether to
book this weekend or pass and regroup
in 2019. A discussion was held in regards
to freshening up the GPR logo. This
discussion was tabled for the time being
as input is sought on the design.
Past President: No formal report.
Treasurer: The opening account balance for August was $85,549.44 and the
closing balance was $80,219.62. Receipts
included DE Receipts of $1,834, Dues of
$300, Social of $200, and Interest Income
of $14.61. Expenses included DE of
$7,200, Club Race of $308.56, Adminis-

tration of $30.56, Newsletter of $119.71,
and Postage of $19.60.
Editor: There was a reminder of the
September 15 deadline for the October
Der Skooner. Articles planned include:
Dog Days DE photos; Did You Know?;
Meet A Member; Novice on the Track
article by Michael Reynolds; Article and
pictures from the Fun Run and breakfast
in Lincoln on 9/9; Pictures from the
All-Euro car show at Lauritzen Gardens;
Rennsport Night article and pictures; and
SeptemberFest DE pictures. Upcoming
events to be highlighted include 50th Anniversary Dinner, New Member Dinner
and Winter Party. Highlights of the Social
Network Seminar attended included:
Decide who you allow on the Facebook
page; Be mindful of what is posted, it
can turn global; Need for social media
guidelines; the Facebook page should be
transferable i.e. the password should be
known by more than one person; Inappropriate posts should be deleted; Do
not allow drone photos or footage – it’s
not allowable by the PCA; License plates
should be blurred (or not readable) when
posting; Don’t post home addresses of
an event on Facebook – send emails with
private information.
Membership: There are 152 paid
GPR members for 2017. There are 268
National PCA Members. There were 3
new National PCA Members added to
our region and 3 new GPR Members
added to our region. There were no new
National PCA Members and new GPR
Members added to our region. Chair is
in talks with the Regional Membership
Chair, Minta Miller, about 12 PCA members that do not live inside our regional
boundaries but are assigned to our region.
Webmaster: Website was updated to reflect new handbooks for MPH
and RPM and the new tech form. Blast
email will be sent with reminders about
Rennsport dinner, 50th Anniversary dinner, and Porsche & Pancakes.
Other Business: No other business
was discussed.
The next meeting will be held on October 3 at the offices of Cline Williams.
Respectfully submitted,
Pete Jardine
Secretary
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Rennsport Night at Lo Sole Mio
Article and photos by Steve Wilwerding, GPR Member
Despite a cloudy, rainy, and cool
evening, 39 GPR members turned
out on Saturday night, September
16, at Lo Sole Mio in Omaha for
Rennsport night hosted by Steve
and Elizabeth Wilwerding. After a
lively happy hour in the south party
room, guests had a full Italian buffet
of mostaccioli, chicken parmigiana,
and fettuccine alfredo, followed by
a dessert of spumoni. After dessert,
Steve Wilwerding shared his experiences from Rennsport Reunion
2007, combining personal pictures
with Porsche racing history videos.
The crowd’s favorite video showed
Brian Redman practicing for the
1970 Targa Florio in a 914, at race
pace during a normal business day,

complete with people and horsedrawn carriages ducking out of his
way! After the hour-long presentation, door prizes were awarded to
new members Chris Coda (a Porsche
history DVD) and Brandon Koom
(a Porsche history book). Everyone
enjoyed the food and company, and
some of the wives even admitted
to Steve that they learned a thing or
two about various Porsche models!
The evening’s festivities followed the
recent announcement that Porsche
will again be holding a Rennsport
Reunion in the fall of 2018 in California, and hopefully the presentation sparked some members’ interest
in attending next year.

Steve Wilwerding makes sure all is
set for Rennsport Night at
Lo Sole Mio.

L to R: Steve Bronner, Nancy Bronner, Sy
Nicholson, Dennis Nicholson, Carey Trowbridge

New Members Chris
Coda and Brandon
Koom won door
prizes. Chris won
a Porsche DVD
and Brandon won a
Porsche book.

L to R: Brandon Koom, Joe Chambers, Chris Coda,
Erin Coda, Dennis Fitzke

