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I know it’s the Spring of  2016, but 
we have a very special event to cele-
brate in 2017 – the 50th Anniversary 
of  the GPR! While technically our 
50th anniversary is June 23, 2017, our 
celebration will take place in a “less 
busy” time of  the year on Octo-
ber 21, 2017. (There is no Husker 
game this Saturday.) Your board has 
already booked the Hilton Omaha 
for a very special dinner celebration 
with a special guest speaker yet to 
be announced. Mark your calendars 
now, and plan to attend!

In conjunction with the year-long 
celebration, your board has decided 
to hold a contest among club mem-
bers to design a special 50th Anni-
versary logo for the GPR to use in 
2017. Our current logo was designed 
by charter member Howard
Shoemaker, and has stood the test 
of  time. Any GPR member may 
submit a design. The only require-
ments (by Porsche) are that it cannot 
contain the likeness of  a Porsche 
model, the Porsche font, or the 
Porsche crest. However, utilizing any 
portion of  the PCA logo is accept-
able. Submissions should be made in 
color. Formats for the logo should 
be submitted in a PNG file, Adobe 
Illustrator, or Vector, if  possible, but 
hand drawn designs on paper will 

be accepted as well. Any questions 
on format or media can be submit-
ted to our Webmaster and resident 
Technologist, Eric Elliott at admin@
gprpca.com. Designs are due no 
later than September 1st, 2016 to 
the same email address. We will 
have a panel of  member judges (no 
board members) choose the win-
ning design. Any submissions after 
September 1st will not be able to be 
considered. Get those creative juices 
flowing and submit your design!

On the near term calendar, we’re 
looking forward to the Spring Fling 
DE and Dinner April 30th- May 1st, 
Sonic Show ‘N Shine in Lincoln May 
7th, the Speedway Museum breakfast 
and tour on May 14th, and the Club 
Race and DE in Hastings June 3-5, 
with the Tessman dinner Saturday 
night the 4th.  

Until then, enjoy this current issue 
of  Der Skooner, and consider doing 
business with the many advertising 
sponsors we have. Are you a GPR 
sponsor yet? Sponsorship levels are 
detailed on Page 18. Thanks to all 
who have contributed for this year 
already. You are helping maintain a 
sustainable club for years to come.

-Kurt
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GPR Name Badges
Look official at our next GPR/PCA 
event. The magnetic name badges 
are $12, which includes shipping to 
your home. They take about 3 weeks 
to arrive.
 
Name badges will be ordered once 
a month on the last day of  each 
month. If  you would like to or-
der one, please contact Melinda at 
gprnewsletter@gmail.com.

Your Name

Membership News
By Sandy Bruso
Membership Chair

Join or renew your GPR member-
ship online. You must be a PCA 
member (www.pca.org) in order to 
join the Great Plains Region. All 
GPR memberships expire each year 
on December 31st, unless you renew 
for multiple years.

Please go to www.gprpca.com and 
click on the green button:

“Join or Renew Your GPR 
Membership Online”

Choose from 1, 2, or 3 year renew-
als. Complete the information and 
pay by credit card on our secure site.
 
If  you prefer to pay by check, you
may print the online form and mail 
it in. Please contact Sandy Bruso, 
Membership Chair, with any 
questions: 402.612.7931.

Welcome to our new PCA members:

Jack Krecek
Nicholas Kreuzman

Please welcome our new GPR 
members:

Nicholas Kreuzman
Paul Lutkowski
Maurice Shanley

Make them all feel welcome the next 
time you see them at an event.

Congratulations to our members 
with May PCA Anniversaries:

5 Years
Tom Lutcavish

Bob Mauer
Fred Vakili

15 Years
Robert Slovek

45 Years
Gary Quast

Sponsor Thank You
Special thanks goes to the following 
sponsors for their gifts to the Great 
Plains Region that provide further 
financial assistance to the Club:

General Support
Turbo S

Darwin Anderson
Joe Chambers

Up to Date?

Is your membership information on the PCA website current? Have you 
sold or bought a Porsche? No longer have your home phone number? 
Log in to pca.org to update all of  your information in order to continue 
to receive event emails and Der Skooner.

On the Front Cover
Louis Whitehead sent in a great 
picture of  his 2014 Boxster S that 
he took while traveling through the 
Badlands of  South Dakota.

Send a picture of  your car to 
gprnewsletter@gmail.com. It just 
might end up on the front cover!
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Join us for a unique opportunity for 
a Fun Run, breakfast, and private 
viewing of  the Museum of  Ameri-
can Speed in Lincoln, Nebraska on 
Saturday, May 14th. We will meet 
at the Menard’s parking lot at 
750 N. 205th in Elkhorn. Please 
arrive early so we can depart for 
the Fun Run at 7:30 AM SHARP! 
(Please note the earlier start time.)
 
The price will be $12.50 for break-
fast, and $15 for museum admission. 
Breakfast will be catered by Chez 
Hay and will consist of  eggs and 
sausage, pastries, coffee and juice. 
 
You must pre-pay for this event 
by Friday, May 13th using Stripe 
on our secure website: gprpca.
com and click on the green 
“RSVP and Pre-Pay for the 
Museum of  American Speed 
Event” on the home page. This 
event is limited to the first 30. 
There are still a few spots left. Sign 
up NOW! It’s going to be a great 
morning! 

Show ‘N Shine 
Cruise Nights
By Ken Kusik, GPR Member

“Happy Days” are here again as the 
neon nostalgia event of  the sum-
mer, Show ‘N Shine Cruise Nights, 
returns for an incredible 22nd year!

Relive the cool cruising days with us 
when hanging out with your friends 
was fun and going steady, drive-in 
movies, jukeboxes and carhops were 
still around. We’ll be listening to the 
oldies under the glow of  neon at 
America’s drive-in Sonic at South 
48th and Highway 2 in Lincoln with 
half  price food for everyone!

Pop in a Beach Boys tape and cruise 
on in and check it out. We’ll be there 
from 6:00 to 9:00 PM but you can 
come and go as you like. Mark your 
calendar now for Saturday nights 
May 7th and August 6th. See old 
friends and make some new ones. 
Food, fun, friendship and our favor-
ite cars ... it doesn’t get any better 
than this!

Porsche Club of  America (PCA) 
welcomes all Porsche clubs, own-
ers, and enthusiasts to the third 
annual PCA Werks Reunion to be 
held Friday, August 19th, during the 
world-famous Monterey Car Week 
on California’s Monterey Peninsula. 
Membership in PCA is not required 
to participate in this celebration of  
Porsche automotive engineering. 
Expect to view a breathtaking array 
of  Porsches at this free-to-spectators 
event, from rare classics to current 
models and everything in between. 
Display your own cherished car in 
model-specific Porsche Corrals or 
enter the Porsche Concours and 
compete to win in more than 20 
prize categories. 

Spectators are welcome to attend 
PCA Werks Reunion 2016 free of  
charge. No registration is needed.

Go to werksreunion.com for more 
information and to register.
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*  Not a GPR/PCA sponsored event

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May
7th  Sonic Show ‘N Shine Cruise Night - South 48th Street & Highway 2, Lincoln    6-9:00 pm
  See Page 5 for more information and make plans to attend!

14th  Fun Run, Breakfast & Speedway Motors Museum of  American Speed, Lincoln   7:30 am
  NO Porsches & Pancakes this month. See Page 5 for the details and register NOW! Note the earlier start time. 

June
3rd, 4th & 5th Carrera GT Club Race & Advanced Driver Education - MPH - Hastings
  Registration opened April 28th at ClubRegistration.net.

4th  Club Race Party at Tessman’s     1601 N. Highland Rd., Hastings   6:00 pm
  See Page 14 for your invitation and RSVP by May 28th to Kim at kmburger37@icloud.com.

11th  Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I    3605 N. 147th St., Omaha    8:00 am

13th-14th  Annual “Cheese Fling” Trek to Road America  Road America - Elkhart Lake, WI
  See Page 10 for more information. Register at ClubRegistration.net.

19th-26th  Porsche Parade 2016       Jay Peak, Vermont
  See Page 11 for more information and go to 2016parade.pca.org to register.

July
9th  Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I    3605 N. 147th St., Omaha    8:00 am

16th-17th  Summer Fun DE        MPH - Hastings
  Registration opens June 4th at ClubRegistration.net.

27th-31st  Rocky Mountain High Way 2016     Colorado Springs, CO
  Register by June 27th. See Page 16 for more information.

August
6th  Sonic Show ‘N Shine Cruise Night - South 48th Street & Highway 2, Lincoln    6-9:00 pm

13th  Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I    3605 N. 147th St., Omaha    8:00 am

13th-14th  Fun Run and Overnight at Hotel Pattee   Perry, IA
  See Page 9 for more information. Only 20 rooms have been reserved for this special event. Reserve your room today!

19th  PCA Werks Reunion       Monterey, CA     7 am - 4 pm

21st  Summerfest Show ‘N Shine*     1200 N. 181st Court, Elkhorn   1-3:00 pm

September
7th-11th  Porsche Club of  America Treffen Lake Tahoe  Olympic Valley, CA
  See Page 20 for more information.

10th  Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I    3605 N. 147th St., Omaha    8:00 am

Stay up to date on all GPR events on our website: gprpca.com. This is YOUR Club - be a part of  it!
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customrealty

customized 
management
For your commercial real estate.

John Krecek, Broker 
Tel: (402) 995-1470    
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com
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March / April 201620

The Great Plains Region Invites You To

Come Track with Us!
Here are the dates for our 2016 DE’s

All of these events 
are viewable on 

ClubRegistration.net

Spring Fling at RPM 
April 30 & May 1. 
Registration opens March 19. 

Club Race DE at MPH. 
June 3,4 & 5. Advanced drivers only. 
Registration begins April 28.

Summer Fun DE at MPH. 
July 16 & 17. 
Registration begins June 4.
 

Fall Finale at RPM. 
October 8 & 9. 
Registration begins August 27. 

Created by Stan Thorne, Joshua Communications
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Join GPR for a Summer Sleep Over
By Kim Burger, Social Chair

As promised at the Winter Party 
I have made arrangements for a 
limited group of  members to take a 
Fun Run into Iowa this summer and 
spend the evening at a very unique 
location. Consider making time to 
get involved and spend the night 
in Perry, Iowa at the historic Hotel 
Pattee. With 40 totally unique room 
options and a small Iowa town as a 
backdrop this should be a memora-
ble trip for the members who decide 
to join the event on August 13th.

I have made arrangements with 
Hotel Pattee to block out 20 rooms 
for our group and offer a 10% dis-
count in room rate for a one night 
stay on Saturday August 13th. We 
will start our trip in Omaha and take 
a Fun Run through the Loess Hills 
just northeast of  Council Bluffs 
leading up to Iowa State Highway 
44 which allows for a scenic drive 
toward Perry. Total drive time 
should be approximately 3 hours so 
if  we leave immediately after lunch 
on Saturday we should have time to 
check in and relax at the hotel before 
a group dinner Saturday evening. 
Sunday will be set to your own pace 
with everyone taking as much time 
or as little as they wish before head-
ing back to Omaha on their own. Or 
maybe even exploring the local area 
and moving to a new destination. It’s 
totally up to you.

Take a moment and explore Hotel 
Pattee online at: hotelpattee.com to 
determine which of  the 40 rooms 
meets your needs. They have 40 
individual options that range from 
Classic Queen or King or Double as 
well as Junior and Full Suites. Try to 
call early so you don’t get shut out. I 
have blocked out 20 rooms which 
will be released for general public 
30 days prior to our event date.  

Please make your reservation 
today with:

Hotel Pattee: 515-465-3511

Make sure you indicate that you 
are with the Great Plains PCA 
Group to get the discount rate.  

Please also notify me at kmburg-
er37@icloud.com when you make 
your reservation so that I can track 
our attendance with the event. 
I hope you will decide to make a 
reservation and join us. 

Contact me if  you have any ques-
tions or comments. Hope to see you 
in Perry on August 13th.

Create a new GPR logo to be used 
during our 50th anniversary year - 
2017! Any GPR member may submit 
a design. The only requirements (by 
Porsche) are that it cannot contain 
the likeness of  a Porsche model, 
the Porsche font, or the Porsche 
crest. However, utilizing any por-
tion of  the PCA logo is acceptable. 
Submissions should be made in 
color. Formats for the logo should 
be submitted in a PNG file, Adobe 
Illustrator, or Vector, if  possible, but 
hand drawn designs on paper will 
be accepted as well. Any questions 
on format or media can be submit-
ted to our Webmaster and resident 
Technologist, Eric Elliott at admin@
gprpca.com. Designs are due no 
later than September 1st, 2016 to 
the same email address. A panel of  
member judges (no board members) 
choose the winning design. Get 
those creative juices flowing!
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Join Us on Facebook
facebook.com/groups/gprpca

Stay up-to-date on GPR happen-
ings and post Porsche pictures and 
comments.

You’re Invited to 
Road America
Registration is now open for the 
June 13 - 14th annual “Cheese Fling” 
trek to Road America. Any and all 
with prior high performance training 
and track experience are welcome 
to attend. Road America is one of  
those “bucket list” tracks that folks 
from all over the country would like 
to attend. If  you haven’t had the 
opportunity to drive Road America, 
here’s your chance!

Cost for this two-day event is $395 
which we think is still the best price 
of  any club event at Road America.  

Register at ClubRegistration.net
When: June 13 - 14, 2016
Where: Road America, near
  Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin
Cost:  $395

Contact David Anderson, Nord 
Stern Registrar at 612.850.7411 with 
any questions.

10 Pieces of Porsche Technology that 
Transferred from the Race Track 
to the Road
By Sean Cridland
Excerpted from Flatsixes.com

1. RING 
SYNCHRONIZATION:
Before there was PDK…Before 
there was Tiptronic…Before there 
was Synchronization, there was the 
legendary “crash-box” transmission. 
Drivers were expected to have the 
skills to match engine RPMs with 
transmission RPMs for each gear. 
That meant listening and feeling 
what the car was doing for ever 
gearshift made, especially downshift. 
The development of  “ring synchro-
nization” meant that drivers could 
more easily shift through the gears 
both up and down without fear of  
grinding gears or damaging the car. 
Faster for racers, easier for everyday 
use. First seen in racing in 1951 in a 
Porsche 356 and in production the 
same year.

2. PERFORATED AND 
INTERNALLY VENTILATED 
BRAKE DISCS:
Heat is the enemy of  all braking 
systems. Drum brakes eventually de-
veloped fins for extra cooling. Even 
solid disc-brakes cooled dramatically 
faster than drums. Eventually racers 
figured that a wider disc with inter-
nal channels for air meant a greater 
cooling surface. Drilling holes or 
slots for a better flow of  air through 
the disc for even faster cooling. 
Better braking can mean seconds or 
even minutes on a race-course. On 
the street it means increased safety. 
First seen on the track in a Porsche 
908 in 1970 and in production in 
a1974 Carrera RS 3.0.

3. TURBO WITH BYPASS 
VALVE:
Turbocharging had been used for 
years on Indy cars and airplanes, 
but the circumstances were entirely 
different for road-racing and regular 
street cars. Airplanes and oval-racers 
run at constant and regular RPMs, 
where as road-racing cars are con-
stantly accelerating and decelerating, 
placing different kinds of  loads on 
engines and turbo-systems. The 
by-pass valve allowed the extra 
pressure built during a spool-up of  
the turbo to be released. For racing 
applications, this meant giant bursts 
of  flames. For road-cars, this meant 
a more even and controllable surge 
of  power. First seen on the track 
in a Porsche 917 in 1972 and in a 
production vehicle in 1974 in the 
Porsche 911 Turbo.

4. INTERCOOLING:
A turbo is just a rotary compressor, 
pushing air into the combustion 
chamber at increased pressure, pro-
viding more air-fuel mixture to fire 
and power the engine. Want, more 
fuel/air? Get a bigger turbo…OR…
cool the air, making it denser. The 
bigger the intercooler, the denser 
concentration of  combustible fuel,-
making more power. First developed 
on Porsche’s race cars, later used on 
their street cars. First seen on the 
track in a Porsche 917 in 1972 and 
again in 1977 in production on a 
Porsche 911 Turbo 3.3 liter.

(Continued on Page 15)
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We invite you to join us for the 2016 Porsche Parade in the spectacular 

mountains of northern Vermont in June. Parade Concours at the Jay Peak 

Golf Course, Parade Autocross at the Newport Airport, rallies and tours  

on scenic New England back roads. Don’t forget the kids…you can surf, 

climb, or float the Big River at the Pump House Indoor Water Park.

Event Registration will open in April. 
Note that everyone already registered for Parade

will need to participate in Event Registration to 
select meals and activities for the week.  

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
Concours Prep 
Jay Parking Garage 24 hours, starting 8 am

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Concours Prep 24 hours
Welcome Tent 12 noon - 5 pm
Concours 101 5 pm - 6 pm (tentative)
Parade 101 6 pm - 7 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
Concours Prep 24 hours
Art Show Drop-off 11 am - 5 pm

Concours 101 7 am - 8 am and 
11:30 am - 1:30 pm (tentative)

Parade 101 8 am - 9 am and 
12:30 -1:30 pm (two options)

Welcome Tent 8 am - 5 pm
Parade Check-in 9 am - 4 pm
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
Board of Directors Mtg 2 pm - 4 pm
Welcome Party 6 pm - 10 pm

MONDAY, JUNE 20
Concours d’Elegance 9 am - 4 pm
Historic Display 9 am - 4 pm
Wine Tasting 2:30 pm - 5 pm
TSD Rally School 3:30 pm - 5 pm
Autocross Chalk Talk 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Vermont Buffet w/Spirit! 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

TUESDAY, JUNE 21
TSD Rally first time out: 8 am
Autocross Course walk 3:30 pm - 5 pm
Tours see website
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
RC Car event 1 pm - 4 pm
Ice Cream Social 2 pm - 4 pm
Seminars TBD
Concours Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
Autocross Day 1: 
Course walk

from 7:30 am, 
timed runs starting at 9 am

Michelin Drive & Compare 8 am - 5 pm
Golf Tournament 8 am
Tours see website
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
Beer Tasting 1:30 pm - 5 pm
Checkpoint (Rally) Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

THURSDAY, JUNE 23
Autocross Day 2:  
Course walk

from 7:30 am, 
timed runs starting at 9 am

Gimmick Rally first cars depart 7:30 am
Michelin Drive & Compare 8 am - 5 pm
Tours see website
Manny & Dieter Hour 4 pm - 5 pm
Brats & Brew Buffet 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

FRIDAY, JUNE 24

Tech Quiz check in 7:30 am, 
quiz 8 am - 9:30 am

Tech Academy 10 am - 5 pm
Tours see website
Outlet Competition Lunch 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
CAN/AM Fire & Ice 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Early Apex (AX) Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 25

5K Run/Walk check in 7:30 am, 
race begins at 8 am

Tours see website
Volunteer Lunch 11 am - 1 pm
Bootleg Film Festival 1 pm - 4 pm
Victory Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

For more info and updates visit:

2016parade.pca.org

2016.03_AD_ParadeJayPeak_V2rsFrsZr.indd   3 3/14/16   4:07 PM



Factory-level service
for your Porsche

(402) 932-7827
starclassmotors.com
731 West 6th Street
Papillion, NE 68046MERCEDES-BENZ ● BMW ● JAGUAR

LAND ROVER ● VOLKSWAGEN
AUDI ● PORSCHE

12 Der Skooner

$10 off any Fast Friday admission with this ad!

Pour it. Then store it. 
Ethanol in today’s fuel makes it less stable 
than ever.  No-Rosion solves this problem. 
 
It stabilizes fuel.  Prevents and removes 
deposits.  Stops corrosion.  Enhances 
fuel volatility. Pour in a bottle now, and 
prevent problems in the spring.   

One bottle treats 20 gallons of fuel. 
($10.95 per bottle / $49.95 per six pack) 

 
Applied Chemical Specialties, Inc. 

(402) 571-3360 • Fax (402) 390-9262 
Order online at: WWW.NO-ROSION.COM  

Exclusively at
In The Garage
Multiple Sizes

Personal/Custom Photos
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Keep Your Shifts Crispy
Porsche Doppelkupplung - PDK
By Jason Bien, Service Professional, Porsche Omaha

If  you have ever watched 
a Harry Potter movie you 
will understand the magic 
it takes to make a (torque-
convererless) transmision 
work in a track-ready street 
car. Okay, that may have 
been a stretch...but, under-
stand one thing. This IS the 
most capable transmission 
on the market and it needs 
recognition. Many a Porsche 
aficionado has said they don’t need, 
let alone want, an automatic to 
substitute for the visceral, engaging, 
power-driven version of  everything 
that Porsche has ever stood for. 
Time has shown...a paradigm shift is 
upon us. That time is now. Porsche 
has been experimenting with PDK 
transmissions for 30 years now, but 
only until recently has it made its 
way into production vehicles (with a 
warranty strapped to it). The result 

of  the production of  this successor 
to the Tiptronic has given us blis-
tering shifts with deadly accuracy 
along with dramatically lower 0-60 
times thanks to the heavenly Launch 
Control system. 

Since PDK’s mass production debut 
in 2009, it has undergone several 
small revisions. Primarily software 

related. Today, after 7 years of  use 
in 5 different Porsche mod-

els, the PDK has proven 
itself  to be the king of  the 

dual-clutch market on 
all levels. It’s so good, 
even some of  the 
most die-hard man-
ual shift drivers have 
even been converted. 

Maintenance on this 
technological wonder has nice long 
intervals to boot. Only every 60k 
miles is when the fluid and filter 
get replaced. With some of  these 
cars finally reaching this mileage it’s 
important to keep this fluid fresh. 
This factory-approved service can 
be performed at Porsche Omaha 
(shameless plug) for $895 plus tax. 
This includes all the fluid, filter, 
pan/gasket, hardware, and labor. 
Call myself  or Andy at 402-592-1000 
to schedule service today!

Attention DE Drivers and Club Racers:
Snell SA 2005 Helmet Expiration Extended to January 1, 2017

If  your Snell SA2005 helmet is still 
in good condition and you wish to 
do so, you may continue to use it 
up to January 1, 2017. While the 
June 1 expiration has worked well 
for the past several Snell cycles, for 
various reasons some manufacturers 
are slower than in the past about 
getting all their models in all sizes 
on the market. There is no overall 
shortage of  helmets with the latest 
Snell rating, but helmet fit is very 
important and varies with individu-

al head shapes, and preference for 
make and model is important to 
many. The Snell Foundation rec-
ommends that helmets be replaced 
every five years, and racers with Snell 
SA2005 helmets should take that 
into consideration when deciding 
if  they should purchase one of  the 
many Snell SA2015 helmets available 
now, or wait until the one they want 
becomes available. (Information pro-
vided by PCA Club Racing News.)
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You’re Invited to the
GPR Club Race Party

at the Tessman’s in Hastings!

If  you haven’t been to the annual GPR Club Race Party at the Tessman’s in 
Hastings, don’t miss it this year ... it’s always fun and definitely worth the drive! 
This party is for GPR members and registered DE and Club Race participants. 
You don’t have to participate in the Club Race or DE to attend the party, but you 
do need to RSVP!

Date: June 4th, 2016
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: 1601 N. Highland Road, Hastings, NE 68901
Hosts: Dennis and Kathy Tessman 
RSVP:  You MUST RSVP by May 28th to Kim at kmburger37@ icloud.com.

This is the 10th party the Tessmans have hosted for the GPR. Come out and 
show your appreciation - we would love to see a great showing of  Porsches!

Why not make a weekend out of  it? Come out to Motorsport Park Hastings 
(MPH) and watch the DE and Club Race. Here’s the schedule:  

Friday, June 3rd

Test and Tune for the Club Racers and DE - MPH
Join us for dinner at Kitty’s Roadhouse, 1400 E South St, Hastings

at 6:00 pm. (Dinner is self-pay.)
We’ll meet in the Tiki Room in the back of  the restaurant.

Saturday, June 4th

Club Race Qualifying and Sprint 1 and Sprint 2 Races and DE - MPH
6:00 pm - Party at the Tessman’s

Sunday, June 5th

Club Race Sprint 3 Races and DE - MPH
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(10 Pieces of  Porsche Technology ... 
continued from Page 10)

5. PDK:
Automatic transmissions have been 
around for decades, either in form 
of  the hydraulic units used on the 
family station wagon (remember 
those?) or the torque converter units 
developed for the Chaparrals of  the 
1960s. Neither seemed entirely effec-
tive for racing purposes: not quick or 
reliable enough. But with the engines 
of  Group C (956) and GTP (962) 
closely regulated, other avenues of  
development opened for making 
cars faster. Quicker, surer shifting 
was one of  those. The development 
of  Porsche’s PDK (or double-clutch 
system) meant that one gear could 
effectively be chosen before releas-
ing the previous one. It meant mak-
ing each shift almost instantaneous, 
saving seconds per lap. Originally 
developed in the 1980s, it has PDK 
has become standard equipment on 
nearly all of  Porsche’s road-going 
cars. First seen on the track in 1984 
on a Porsche 956 and on the road in 
2008 in a Porsche 911 Carrera.

6. DIGITAL MOTOR 
ELECTRONICS:
Another instance where modern 
technology combined with tight 
regulations for engine size and 
turbo pressure combined to create 
increased power, response, and fuel 
efficiency. Using digital sensors to 
monitor an engine’s temperatures, 
firing efficiency, fuel and air flow, 
Porsche engineers were able to con-
trol all functions of  a racing engine 
to provide dramatically performance. 
As environmental and fuel-efficiency 
regulations forced changes to pro-
duction vehicles, that same tech-
nology combined to meet greater 
standards for running cleaner while 
at the same time generating greater 

power from the same relatively-small 
displacement Porsche engines. On 
track for the first time in 1982 in a 
Porsche 956 and then on the road in 
1984 in a Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2.

7. SPORTY ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE:
Previous to the 1980s, all wheel drive 
was for clunky Jeeps and SUVs, ve-
hicles used primarily for off-road or 
bad weather. Commencing with its 
959 super-car (and its racing cousin 
the 961), Porsche was able to de-
velop an all wheel drive system that 
enhanced both handling and safety 
for smooth road driving. Using a 
system that electronically and hy-
draulically monitored and controlled 
the amount of  drive to each wheel 
independently, modern AWD sys-
tems contribute to a much superior 
dynamic car balance during driving. 
First seen on the track (it's a bit of  
a cheat) in 1986 in the Porsche 959 
and in production in 1988 in the 
Porsche 911 Carrera 4 (964).

8. CERAMIC BRAKES:
Once again, management of  brake 
heat contributed to a dramatic 
increase in braking power. Com-
posite ceramic discs function with 
much more efficiency over their 
steel counterparts. Though racing 
carbon-fiber brakes wear too rap-
idly for regular street use, modern 
composite ceramic brakes provide 
much improved brake wear for the 
average user. First seen on the track 
in 1991 in a Porsche 962 and then 
on a road going Porsche in 2001 in a 
911 Turbo S.

9. USE OF CARBON FIBER 
MATERIALS:
The bugaboo of  all modern, techno-
logically enhanced cars is increased 
weight. Extra computers, more 
hydraulic lines and pumps, creature 

comforts such as sound-deadening, 
seat heaters, stereos and more means 
that Porsches are much heavier than 
the 356 or early 911 of  yester-year. 
Though carbon-fiber was thought 
exotic in the 1980s, contemporary 
cars see its use for both structural 
and decorative purposes. The 911 
GT1 was the first Porsche to make 
extensive use of  Carbon Fiber in 
1998 and we didn't see it again until 
the Porsche Carrera GT in 2003.

10. MOTORSPORTS HYBRID 
DRIVE:
We saw KERS (Kenetic Energy 
Recovery Systems) on Formula 1 
starting in 2009. It wasn’t long after 
that Porsche began testing KERS 
on its GT race-cars. Then Le Mans 
adopted hybrid technology for its 
top prototype classes and we watch 
the e-Hybrid Porsche 919 as it 
makes its bid toward reestablishing 
our favorite marque at the famous 
French classic. Et voila! Porsche’s 
flag-ship supercar is the 918, a car 
which can run in modes from full 
electric to full hybrid generating 
close to 900hp. Much of  its power 
and torque is regeneratively collected 
while braking, just waiting to be used 
on demand. The revolutionary 2010 
Porsche 911 GT3 R Hybrid led the 
way for today's ultimate road going 
Porsche, the 918 Spyder.

With technological advances such 
as these in the last 50 years, we can 
only imagine what Porsche might 
develop in the next 50.
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GREAT PLAINS REGION

CARRERA GT AT MPH
JUNE 3 - 5, 2016 • SPONSORED BY PORSCHE OMAHA

MOTORSPORT PARK HASTINGS
2.15 MI • HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

FRI: TEST AND TUNE (DE RULES)
SAT & SUN: THREE SPRINT RACES FOR EACH CLASS
SATURDAY NIGHT SOCIAL

REGISTRATION: register.pca.org
MORE INFO: www.gprpca.com or gprclubreg@cox.net

THE FRIENDLIEST, GRASS-ROOTS
RACING WEEKEND IN THE MIDWEST

PCA

REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 18
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Dear Great Plains Region Member,

Quality social and driving events are a direct result of your financial support of GPR PCA.  

If you have joined us for the Annual Winter Party, the Spring Fling social hosted by the Lynch’s, the summer social 
hosted by the Tessman’s in Hastings, or other events involving food and friendship, we hope you have experienced 
worthwhile events as a Porsche owner. Quality food, a suitable setting and the time to connect with other Porsche 
enthusiasts make outstanding events, and we would like to continue and improve them.

Revenue from track events, such as the annual Club Race and Driver Education events can help supply revenue to 
cover the cost of social events, but are insufficient and unreliable sources to support all of our annual events.  Our 
$30 dues help offset minor club costs, but as a whole do not cover even one large social event during the year.

We thank Porsche of Omaha and Warren Distribution as corporate sponsors, our 28+ individual sponsors in the 
past year, and the many volunteers who have allowed the membership as a whole to enjoy themselves with little to 
no money coming out of their own pockets to attend club social events.

The GPR needs your support to continue the legacy of a great Porsche Club organizing exceptional events.  Please 
consider your support for the GPR for 2016.

Sincerely,

Your GPR Board of Directors

(Please detach the bottom portion and send with your donation.)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________

        Sponsor Levels:

Donation to sponsor the Club Race:    918 Spyder  $750 and up
        962   $500 - $749
        917   $250 - $499
        908   $100 - $249

Donation for General Club support:    Turbo S  $200 and up
        GT3   $100 - $199
        GT4   $50 - $99
        

Please make your donation payable to GPR/PCA and mail to:

Russell Rabeler, Treasurer GPR/PCA
1712 N. Nye Ave
Fremont, NE  68025

Questions? Please email Russ at rfrabeler@msn.com       
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GPR Board April Meeting Minutes
The Great Plains Region PCA Board 
met April 5, 2016, at Oak Hills Country 
Club. 

Members in attendance:  Joe Chambers, 
Kurt Halvorson, Melinda Halvorson, 
Eric Elliott, Tom Cooper, Russ Rabeler, 
Kim Burger, Sally Knapp, and Steve 
Gehring. Sandy Bruso was unable to 
attend.

Social:  The club breakfast at The Egg 
& I location is averaging approximately 
19 per month, similar to last year. There 
was a reminder of  the club breakfast on 
May 14, 2016, starting with the Fun Run 
to Lincoln and followed by the tour of  
Museum of  American Speed. The Fun 
Run route has been set and was distrib-
uted to the Board Members. Currently 
18 people are signed up for the Fun 
Run, 23 for breakfast, and 24 for the 
museum tour. The Spring Fling social is 
set at the Upstream at 6:00 pm on April 
30. There will be a cash bar followed 
by a dinner buffet with the club picking 
up the costs of  approximately $21/
person. Minimum food and beverage 
purchases is $1,400 and the maximum 
head count is 115. One reservation has 
been received. The overnight event to 
Perry, Iowa on August 13 will be de-
tailed in the May Der Skooner. A group 
dinner will be arranged with breakfast 
and drive home on Sunday at each 
participant’s pace. It was discussed that 
the third weekend in July might be an 
appropriate time for a poker run.  

Secretary:  The minutes of  the March 
meeting were approved as distributed.  
The Secretary also reported on his ef-
forts to contact Jerry Seinfeld to speak 
at the 50th anniversary event. So far it 
has been unsuccessful. 

President:  The 50th anniversary infor-
mation and logo design solicitation are 
covered in the President’s column in the 
May Der Skooner. The 50th anniversary 
logo will be used for all of  2017. The 
event date was set for October 21, 2017.  

Various locations have been checked 
out and it was determined to use the 
Downtown Hilton. 

Past President:  A conference call has 
been scheduled with the National Race 
Steward later this week. All matters ap-
peared satisfactory for the club race.  

Treasurer:  The opening account 
balance for March was $80,662 and the 
closing balance was $88,393. Income 
included club sponsorship of  $5,000 
from Porsche Omaha, and $2,050 from 
members totaling $7,050, dues of  $360, 
advertising income of  $250, social 
deposits for the first DE of  $318, DE 
event deposits of  $700, and interest in-
come $11. Expenses included payment 
to the account for annual tax return 
$525, PCA insurance for first DE of  
$300, newsletter of  $110, and an admin-
istrative fee $22. The Treasurer reported 
that advertising income had more than 
doubled since 2014, club sponsorships 
have increased, while dues remain rela-
tively steady. 

Editor:  There was one new additional 
advertiser added, Mercury Contractors.  
Ads have increased for 2016. In the 
next issue, Jason Bien will write anoth-
er tech article. A number of  members 
seem to be enjoying sending in pictures 
of  their cars for the front cover. The 
Editor encouraged this. There was 
discussion about obtaining historical 
articles. 

Membership:  There are two new na-
tional members, including Jack Krecek, 
John’s son. There was one transfer back 
into the region, Sandy Steckman. 12 
additional club members were added in 
March bring the total to 100.  

Registrar:  It was reported that there 
will be 4 run groups for the April 30/
May 1 DE. Registration began March 
19. 21 People have registered to date.  
By comparison, in 2014, there were 
52 drivers and in 2015 (because of  the 

KC Club participation), there were 99. 
In the President’s absence, the Reg-
istrar attended the Zone meeting in 
Des Moines. His notes have previously 
been distributed and he summarized 
those. Particularly, National is consid-
ering adopting new/revised forms to 
be completed for virtually all driving 
events. This is based on several serious 
accidents in the recent past at larger 
club events.  

Safety/CDI:  There was a discus-
sion about a need for more marketing 
for driving events, particularly DEs. 
Referring friends and contacting other 
clubs was discussed. After discussion, 
it was approved that if  advertisers or 
other groups could secure new drivers 
for DEs, the drivers would receive a 
one-time discount of  $25 for one day 
and $50 for two days. It was report-
ed that the owner of  RPM intends to 
improve the track area this year. It was 
also noted that people can go into the 
PCA website to do friend referrals and 
invitations. Insurance has been obtained 
for the May 14 Fun Run and the April 
30/May 1 DE. 

Webmaster:  All matters are up to date 
on the website.  The certificate for the 
website has been renewed.  The web-
master will look into electronic RSVPs.  

The next meeting will be May 3 at 6:00 
p.m. at Oak Hills Country Club.  

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Gehring
Secretary



Event Date / Time LOCATION 
Gimmick Run Sat. Jun, 11th Surprise Location - FREE
 10:00 AM Start Think of it as a time, distance, speed scavenger hunt!

Ladies Only Autocross Sun. Jun, 12th Ameristar Casino Kansas City - $30
 9:00 AM till Finished 3200 North Ameristar Drive, Kansas City, MO 64161
 Phone:(816) 414-7000  Book your room online (Discount PORF16B) $149/night

Fun Run Sat. Aug, 27th Independence, MO - FREE
 10:00 AM Start Play follow the leader

Open to All Autocross Sun. Aug, 28th Ameristar Casino Kansas City - $30
 9:00 AM till Finished 3200 North Ameristar Drive, Kansas City, MO 64161
 Phone:(816) 414-7000  Book your room online (Discount PORH16C) $149/night

KANSAS CITY REGION
Want a fun weekend getaway?
COME TO KANSAS CITY FOR A
FUN RUN & AUTOCROSS!

Kansas City RegionKansas City Region
KCRPCAKCRPCA

ZONE 10
PORSCHE
CLU

B OF AMERICA

Join us for a Gimmick or Fun Run on Saturday, then stay for the Autocross on Sunday.  We have even arranged 
discounted room rates at the Ameristar Casino!  Contact Rudy or Stan for more information.

QUESTIONS: Autocross = rudys968and944s@aol.com   Fun Run = stanthorne@prismcreative.net


