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Porsche Club of America

911 Turbo at the North American International Auto Show, Detroit
Photo by Steve Gehring
Look for more pictures and an article in the March issue!
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The Driver’s Seat
By Kurt Halvorson

By the time this issue reaches you,
our annual Winter Party will have
concluded. Look for a full summary
in next month’s issue, including pictures if you were unable to join us.
Upcoming events are on our
calendar in each issue of Der
Skooner, along with on our website
at www.gprpca.com. While we had a
great year of participation in 2015,
let’s work together to get even more
members to attend our events and
even more Porsche owners to join
the PCA and GPR. As the PCA
motto goes, “It’s not just the cars,
it’s the people”. Along these lines,
we have a supply of business sized
cards available that we can place in
the side windows of Porsches we see
when we are out and about, to promote membership in the PCA and
GPR. Let us know if you would like
some. We have also promoted our
upcoming DE 101 to the Dakota
and Schonesland Regions, to be held
February 20th for those interested in
learning more about DEs, or looking
for a refresher. Trent Abbott is hosting a detailing session on March 19th
at his business, Veloce Brothers in
Papillion. In May we have a fun run
and breakfast to Speedway Motors
Museum in Lincoln. We also have 4
track events planned for the end of
April, the first weekend of June, the
middle of July and the early part of
October. We are always looking for
more events to plug into the calen-

dar. If you have something in mind
for an event, please let Kim Burger,
our Social Chair, or any of your
board members know your ideas.
If you are interested in hosting an
event, please contact Kim.
Last month I mentioned our Zone
10 PCA representative, Kim Fritze,
was moving on to the Audit Committee with PCA. Well, we recently
learned that Julie Bailey, the former
National Membership Chair is taking
Kim’s place as our Zone 10 Rep and
Kim is replacing Julie as the National Membership Chair in a role swap.
Both will do an excellent job in their
“new” roles.
As winter leaves us with more
indoor time than outdoor, I will
leave you with a number of Porsche
websites and publications you can
puruse if you find yourself with
spare time on your hands:
Excellence Magazine
(excellence-mag.com)
Total 911 (total911.com)
9 Magazine (9magazine.com)
911 & Porsche World
(911porscheworld.com)
GT Purely Porsche Magazine
(gtpurelyporsche.com)
Classic Porsche Magazine
(classicporschemag.co.uk)
FlatSixes blog (flatsixes.com)
Rennlist (rennlist.com)
-Kurt
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Editorial Policy: Der Skooner is the official publication of the Great Plains Region/Porsche Club
of America. Statements and opinions appearing in Der Skooner are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the GPR, PCA, the Board or the Editor. The Editor reserves the right to edit
all material and to publish only material that is felt to be of the best interest of GPR/PCA. Other
regions are welcome to reprint Der Skooner articles, provided that the source and author are credited.
Address changes must be sent to both Kurt Halvorson, 1217 N. 129th Circle, Omaha, NE 68154, and
PCA, PO Box 5900, Springfield, VA 22150.
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Membership News
By Sandy Bruso
Membership Chair

GPR Name Badges

Join or renew your GPR membership online. You must be a PCA
member (www.pca.org) in order to
join the Great Plains Region.
Please go to www.gprpca.com and
click on the green button:
“Join or Renew Your GPR
Membership Online”
Choose from 1, 2, or 3 year renewals. Complete the information and
pay by credit card on our secure site.

RENEW NOW!
All GPR memberships
expired December 31st.
If you prefer to pay by check,
you may print the online form and
mail it in. Please contact Sandy
Bruso, Membership Chair, with any
questions: 402.612.7931.

January PCA Anniversaries:
10 years
Marcella Best
20 years
Lori Cahill

Look official at our next GPR/PCA
event. The magnetic name badges
are $12, which includes shipping to
your home. They take about 3 weeks
to arrive.
Name badges will be ordered once
a month on the last day of each
month. If you would like to order one, please contact Melinda at
gprnewsletter@gmail.com.

February PCA Anniversaries:
10 years
Doug Richard

Your Name

Thanks for renewing your membership and continuing to be a member
of the Great Plains Region!

Gotta love a ski resort and a spectacular venue is scheduled for the 2016
Parade! We invite you to join us in the scenic mountains and great back
roads of northern Vermont. Jay Peak is the picture of serenity. Go to
www.2016parade.pca.org for registration information.
Der Skooner

Is your membership information
on the PCA website up to date?
Have you sold a car? Bought a
new Porsche? No longer have
your home phone number? Log
in to pca.org to update all of your
information in order to continue
to receive event emails and Der
Skooner.
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Have you always wanted to
experience your car on a race track?!
Now you can! Come to DE 101. Sally Knapp, our Safety Chair, will walk you
through a day at the track and answer all of your questions. We’ll have
refreshments, past DE particpants to talk to, and a sample Tech Inspection
by the techs at Porsche Omaha. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! Put this
event on your calendar and plan to attend. RSVP to Kim Burger at
kmburger37@icloud.com by February 13th.

DE 101
Saturday, February 20, 2016
2-4:00 pm
Porsche Omaha
6625 L Street
“DE events are one of those rare enjoyable things in life that aren’t
illegal, immoral or fattening.”

Join us for a unique opportunity for
a Fun Run, breakfast, and private
viewing of the Museum of American Speed in Lincoln, Nebraska on
Saturday, May 14th. The price will
be $13 for breakfast, and $15 for
museum admission. Breakfast will be
catered by Chez Hay and will consist
of eggs and sausage, pastries, coffee
and juice. This is going to be a great
morning! Limited to the first 30. Put
this on your calendar and watch for
more information to come.

Would you be willing to host a
Club event in your home? If so,
please contact Kim Burger at
kmburger37@icloud.com.

Open House and Detailing Session - March 19th
Veloce Brothers LLC, and In The
Garage would like to invite you to
an open house and detailing session
at their facility (329 Washington St.,
Papillion) on Saturday, March 19th
at 9 am.
Veloce Brothers LLC is a new detail
shop in the area with experience
in exotics as well as daily drivers

Der Skooner

utilizing products from Griot’s as
well as Zymol. They work in conjunction with In The Garage and
share a location. In The Garage is
in the business of outfitting garage
spaces with everything from flooring
to detail products, cabinets to neon.
Anything an enthusiast could want
or need in their space.

Refreshments will be provided by
the hosts.
Please RSVP to Trent Abbott
at trent.abbott@gmail.com by
Saturday, March 12th.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February
13th		

Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I			

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha			

8:00 am

20th		

DE 101									

Porsche Omaha				

2-4:00 pm

12th		

Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I			

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha			

8:00 am

19th		

Detailing Session - Veloce Brothers LLC		

329 S. Washington St., Papillion		

9:00 am

9th		

Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I			

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha			

8:00 am

30th-May 1st

Spring Fling Driver Education					

RPM - Pacific Junction, IA

		

		

Please RSVP to Kim Burger at kmburger37@icloud.com by February 10th.

See Page 5 for more information and RSVP to kmburger37@icloud.com by February 13th.

March
		

See Page 5 for details and RSVP by March 12th to trent.abbott@gmail.com.

April
May
14th		
		

Fun Run, Breakfast & Speedway Motors Museum of American Speed, Lincoln
See Page 5.			

June
3rd, 4th & 5th Carrera GT Club Race & Advanced Driver Education - MPH - Hastings
11th		

Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I			

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha			

19th-26th

Porsche Parade 2016						

Jay Peak, Vermont

9th		

Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I			

3605 N. 147th St., Omaha			

16th-17th

Summer Fun DE							

MPH

27th-31st

Rocky Mountain High Way 2016				

Colorado Springs, CO

8:00 am

July

		

8:00 am

See Page 16 for more information and go to www.rockymtnhwy.com to register.

Stay up to date on all GPR events on our website: gprpca.com
This is YOUR Club - come be a part of it!
* Not a GPR/PCA sponsored event
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customized
management
For your commercial real estate.
John Krecek, Broker
Tel: (402) 995-1470
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com

Der Skooner

customrealty
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An Overlooked Gem - The 912
By Gary Quast
I think that there is one reasonably
priced model that has yet to “take
off ” on the price rise, and that is the
various models of the 912. The 912s
are great cars and have not been
given the credit they deserve. Other
than their 4 cylinder engine, they are
basically the same as a 911.
The history of the 911 can be traced
back to 1956, when Porsche decided to build a 4 seater that would be
larger than the 356. Porsche had no
intention, at that time, of replacing
the 356 with a new model.
Photo by Kurt Halvorson

However, during the project, Ferry
Porsche changed his mind. Because,
if the new car would be 4 cylinder,
Porsche would have to compete
with larger auto companies, and
that would be a difficult thing to do
for a small company like Porsche.
To avoid that competition, Porsche
decided the car would need to be a
2 passenger like the 356 and the 911
were.
The replacement car, ultimately
designated as the 911 was designed
to be more luxurious than the 356
and was originally designated as
the model 695. The original concept for this model was continually
redesigned and ultimately became
known as the 901 model. Later, was
changed to the 911 after a dispute
with Peugeot over the registered
numbering system they had in place.
In the summer of 1965, production
of the 356 was stopped. Porsche
decided to fill the gap left with a
less expensive version of the 911,
the 912 model. This car featured the
four cylinder engine from the last
8

356s and was less luxurious than the
911.
However, it did have most of the
important factors of the 911. The
aerodynamic and rigid body, the
brakes, the well damped steering,
and the look of the 911 were all
shared. Most of the options available on the 911 could be ordered for
the 912.
The 912 was, however, less expensive than the 911 while offering almost all the same thrills. Few people
remember how big of a hit the 912
was. In 1966, Porsche produced and
sold a total of 13,000 vehicles of
which 61% (9,000) were 912s! The
912 continued to be produced in
1965, 66, 67, 68 and 1976 with the
912E model.
In today’s collection market, I feel
the high quality 912s are undervalued. With the prices in the teens to
mid five figures there is certainly
room for appreciation. For those
folks that want an early 911, and

cannot stomach the prices, the 912
offers a great alternative. However,
just like any of the collector autos,
it is condition, condition and rarity!
To some degree the fact that so few
912s were produced compared to
the 911 models, makes them more
rare. The 912 models were less expensive at the time of purchase and
with the 911’s being the car Porsche
was primarily racing and advertising,
the lowly 912 got lost in the mind
of many. Neglect of the cars also
claimed a large number of them. A
combination of these factors makes
them more rare today than 911s.
The same factors came into play regarding restoration of these cars, as
for the 911s. Except for the engine,
the cars are basically the same for
the purposes of cost when it comes
to the restoration of them. Depending on the amount of restoration,
work needed, it can become horribly
expensive!
A person is far better off to
(Continued on Page 9)
Der Skooner

(An Overlooked Gem ... The 912,
continued from Page 8)
purchase a quality car that serves
your purpose for driving or investment, than to go through the
restoration process yourself! The
biggest restoration cost is usually
the bodywork. Find a car that needs
minimal or no bodywork as this is
the real budget and time killer in the
restoration process. It makes no difference whether the model is a 911
or 912, the bodywork is the same!!
Thus, find the best car for your purpose and enjoy it.
Happy hunting and I will be waiting
to see your new “baby” at its first
GPR Porsche Club event.
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Porsche Fun Facts
From autonotebook.com

In 1948, Ferry Porsche (the son
of Ferdinand Porsche, founder of
Porsche) introduced the company’s
first production model, the Porsche
356 coupe. It has been a steady ride
uphill from there. Featuring sleek
curves, luxurious styling, and a powerful engine, Porsches are high-performance cars built to trump other
vehicles on the road. The following
are six fun facts about Porsches.

6. Unexpected Beginnings
Although Ferdinand Porsche founded the company in 1931, Porsche did
not begin to manufacture cars until
nearly a decade later. Instead, the
company offered motor development and consulting services. For
instance, Ferdinand Porsche is
credited with the design of the
bestselling Volkswagen Beetle. The
company also contributed to the
design of Tanks during the Second
World War.

2015 Treasurer’s Report
Thanks to our sponsors and increased track participation, the GPR had
a great 2015. We were able to have three social events financed by the
club and we were able to keep the fees for track events reasonable.
			 Balance: 1/1/15				 $ 71,334.58
			Revenue:						$100,645.58
			Expense:						$ 82,395.83
			 Balance: 12/31/15			 $ 89,584.33
I certainly want to thank all of the 2015 sponsors and encourage everyone’s support again in 2016.

5. The Most Popular
Porsche
The most popular machine from
the Porsche factory is the Porsche
911. Introduced in 1963, the car has
remained in production, with newer
generations featuring fresh upgrades.
A notable upgrade was the switch in
1998, after more than three decades,
from using air-cooled engines to
water-cooled engines—a change that
remains with modern Porsches.

4. Unique Colors
Buyers of Porsche can opt to have
their cars custom painted in any
color (for a set fee). Porsches have
been painted Silver, Magenta, Irish
Green, Light Yellow, and Peru Red.
However, the majority of Porsche
cars feature the popular Red, white,
and black colors of the company.

3. Forced Name Change
Early versions of the 911 were referred to as Porsche 901s. But after
Peugeot successfully challenged the
Porsche’s naming system, which infringed on their rights to name cars
with three-digit numbers marked
by a zero in the middle, Porsche
changed the name of the 901s to the
911.
(Continued on Page 12)

Russell Rabeler, Treasurer
Der Skooner
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Interested in what
other Clubs in our
Region are doing?
New Clear Side Markers for
996/986.
Replace your amber ones!
Contact Kurt at
kdhalvorson@cox.net or
402-203-2331.

Check out their websites:
Central Iowa: cia.pca.org
Dakotas: dak.pca.org
Kansas City: kcrpca.org
Nord Stern: nordstern.org
Ozark Lakes: olk.pca.org
Red River: redriverpca.org
Schonesland: schonesland.org
St. Louis: stlpca.org
Wichita: wic.pca.org

Welcome New Advertiser!
The GPR would like to thank
Raceway Park of the Midlands for
advertising in Der Skooner. Don’t
miss the coupon below for $10 off
on a Fast Friday admission!

Please keep all of the businesses in
our newsletter in mind when you are
in need of a particular service as a
way of showing your appreciation.
Mention you saw their ad in Der
Skooner.

Factory-level service
for your Porsche
$10 off any Fast Friday admission with this ad!

Pour it. Then store it.
Ethanol in today’s fuel makes it less stable
than ever. No-Rosion solves this problem.
It stabilizes fuel. Prevents and removes
deposits. Stops corrosion. Enhances
fuel volatility. Pour in a bottle now, and
prevent problems in the spring.

(402) 932-7827

One bottle treats 20 gallons of fuel.
($10.95 per bottle / $49.95 per six pack)

Applied Chemical Specialties, Inc.
(402) 571-3360 • Fax (402) 390-9262
Order online at: WWW.NO-ROSION.COM
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MERCEDES-BENZ ● BMW ● JAGUAR
LAND ROVER ● VOLKSWAGEN
AUDI ● PORSCHE

starclassmotors.com
731 West 6th Street
Papillion, NE 68046
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Keeping Things Moving - Oil 101
By Jason Bien, Service Professional, Porsche Omaha
It’s easy to forget about all of the
many fluids in you have in your
Porsche. Factory intervals begin to
sound a bit scary when you start
talking about engine oil, brake
fluid, and transmission fluid/oil...
in a track environment, these fluids
take a beating. It’s no wonder why
nearly every race team changes all
of these fluids after each race. This
is obviously an extreme comparison, but it certainly demonstrates
what prolonged high heat can do to
fluids and what is needed to protect
against premature wear. Once most
conventional (petroleum-based)
engine oils reaches approx. 240 F
degrees they begin to oxidize and
form deposits as the breakdown
process begins. The higher the heat,
the more quickly this process occurs.
Thankfully, synthetic oils have since
come to the rescue to keep this from
happening...or at least dramatically
slow this degradation process down.
Most synthetic oils can withstand
temperatures up to 400 F degrees
before this rapid breakdown begins.
That being said, extended high RPM
engine operation will dramatically reduce any oil’s interval. When
picking the right oil always choose

synthetic and choose the right
weight. So, what exactly is “weight”?
There are so many choices!! The
differences are quite simple, a
“straight weight”, otherwise designated as SAE 30 or SAE 40 simply
refers to what viscosity oil will be at
100 C (212 F) degrees. Oils with a
“W” designation give reference to a
cold and hot viscosity. For instance,
a 10w30 will pour like an SAE 10 in
cooler temperatures and maintain an
SAE 30 viscosity at 100 C. In all, if
you choose to stray from the manufacturer recommended oil and/or

weight know the differences. If you
plan to track your Porsche this year
and you have last year and the year
before, all on the same vehicle oils/
fluids, it would be an excellent idea
to get it changed before you go back
out.
We’ve seen heavily tracked low
mileage cars come through the
shop with awful looking fluids
and accelerated crankcase and
transaxle wear, so keep a look out
and motor on! Feel free to call us
with questions at (402) 592-1000.

2016 GPR DE Schedule
Spring Fling									April 30th & May 1st		

RPM, Pacific Junction, IA

Carrera GT Club Race & Advanced DE		

MPH, Hastings, NE

June 3, 4, & 5th			

Summer Fun									July 16th & 17th		

MPH, Hastings, NE

Fall Finale										

RPM, Pacific Junction, IA

Der Skooner

October 8th & 9th		
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(6 Fun Porsche Facts, continued
from Page 9)

2. SUV Success
Porsche did not build an SUV
until the 2003, when it launched the
Porsche Cayenne. Faced with struggling sales in the sports-car section,
the company’s CEO made the decision to expand the company’s target
market. The SUV’s superior technology combined with its luxurious
styling and the recognition of the
Porsche brand ensured that it was an
instant success.

1. Logo History
Photo credit above and below:
Jason Goulding/Flickr

Porsche’s coat of arms is not exactly
unique to the company. The company drew inspiration of its logo
from the Coat of Arms of Stuttgart,
at one time the capital of the Free
People’s State of Württemberg. The
horse in the logo references Stuttgart’s origin, as the city was built site
of a stud farm.
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Porsches and Pancakes - January 9th

Twenty-two attended the Porsches
& Pancakes breakfast on January
9th. Don’t miss our next breakfast
on February 13th! We meet at The
Egg & I in the private room at
3605 N. 147th Street in Omaha.

For Sale
Black front bra and side mirror covers for Porsche 911 Turbo or C4S
(996). OEM with embossed Porsche
logo on hood cover. Very good
condition. I only owned the car for a
year and used the bra for DEs a few
times. Asking $85.
See photos at right.
Steve Gallagher
402-301-9013
(Editor’s Note: Ads are free in Der
Skooner for GPR members!)

Der Skooner
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Member Rides
Pete Jardine’s 2012 Cayman R. This photo was taken at a NASA DE two summers ago at RPM.

Mike Geier’s 1977 911S. Photo taken & edited by his daughter, Linsey.

Do you have a good picture of your Porsche? Send digital photos to Melinda at gprnewsletter@gmail.com.
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GPR Board Monthly Meeting Minutes
The Great Plains Region PCA Board
met January 6, 2016, at the home of
Kurt and Melinda Halvorson.
Members in attendance: Joe
Chambers, Kurt Halvorson,
Melinda Halvorson, Tom Cooper,
Russ Rabeler, Kim Burger, Sandy
Bruso, Sally Knapp, John Krecek,
and Steve Gehring. Eric Elliott was
unable to attend.
Social: A report was given on the
Winter Party scheduled for January
23rd, including a planned video of
2015 activities being put together
by Melinda Halvorson. There was
also discussion about various giveaway items and awards at the party.
The next three Saturday breakfasts
have been scheduled at the Egg &
I. There will be a May breakfast at
the Museum of American Speed in
Lincoln and a Fun Run to Lincoln.
Secretary: The minutes of the
November meeting were approved
as distributed.
President: The DE contracts with
RPM for the two events for 2016
have been completed. The Club
Race application at MPH has been
submitted. There will be a DE 101
event for February 20th from 2-4:00
p.m. at Woodhouse and a detailing
session on March 19th at Veloce
Brothers. There was discussion of
an appropriate appreciation for the
Tessmans for holding their annual
dinner for racers and drivers at the
June MPH event. A photograph
with the Tessmans and as many of
the drivers as possible will be arranged.
Past President: It was reiterated
Der Skooner

that the race application had been
submitted to National and approval
should be forthcoming in February
or early March.
Treasurer: The opening acount
balance for December was
$86,214.00, and the closing balance
was $89,584.00. Income included dues of $1,560.00, advertising
income of $2,290.00 and interest
income $11.00. Expenses included
DE expense of $46, newsletter of
$63, social of $324 and a service fee
of $58. The Treasurer noted that
advertising income was up $3,445.00
compared to 2014, sponsorship
income up $1,590 and there was
a newsletter savings due to going
online of $3,298.00.
Editor: The Editor reported that
she was working on a satisfactory
printer for a hard copy for the small
number of newsletters that are
printed. There was discussion about
listing every 5th year anniversary of
members and that that information
could be culled from the national
membership list. Suitable pictures
of members’ cars for publication in
the newsletter are requested. It was
agreed that because hard copy newsletters are distributed to businesses
like Woodhouse, that they should be
attractive and professional looking
and therefore back and front covers
in color were approved.
Membership: 84 GPR renewals have
been received so far. There is one
new national member. Currently,
there are 250 national members.
Registrar: There was a reiteration of
the 4 DE and race event dates along
with the fees. The RPM fees will be

$350 for two days, $185 for one day
and $350 for novice. For the MPH
events, the club race fee will be $445
with T&T at $165. The DE costs
for June will be $440 for three days,
$320 for two days, and $165 for one
day. In July, they will be $350 for two
days, $185 for one day and $350 for
novice. The Registrar and the President continue to interview for the
Registrar’s position beyond 2016.
Safety/CDI: The CDI discussed
the April 29th Instructor refresher
course which will be 5:30-7:30 p.m.
at the Upstream. All qualified instructors in the area will be notified.
There was discussion about the requirements for a new instructor class
which requires national approval. It
was suggested that a list of persons
interested in becoming instructors
be compiled and vetted. Approximately three months would be needed for approval. The safety officer
discussed the DE 101 event and
materials obtained, with permission,
from the Peachtree Region PCA.
Further notifications for registration
will be sent in the near future.
Other Business: There was further
discussion about the 50th anniversary event in 2017, including the need
for an appropriate venue along with
the need to develop a budget and
find a suitable speaker.
The next meeting will be February
2nd at 6:00 p.m. at Oak Hills Country Club.
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Gehring
Secretary
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Editor
1217 N. 129 Circle
Omaha, NE 68154-1283

A Publication of the Great Plains Region
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Why Should I:
Come to Colorado: Enjoy the dry mountain air, wide open spaces, all
in the company of your best Porsche friends.
Tour: Drive roads that were seemingly built for Porsches. Twisty,
scenic, and all nearby our base of operations. See some of the sites in
an area that has so much to see.
Gimmickhana: Your Porsche is all about precision – its construction,
the cornering, and the whole driving experience. That’s what this
event is all about, in a low speed, safe environment.
Golf: If you like golf, you have to play at altitude, where the ball flies
further, against stunning mountain backdrops. Plus, how about
playing an exclusive private club that even the locals never get to
play?

These events and so much more await you at the Rocky Mountain High Way event.
Won’t you join us? Check out our website at www.rockymtnhwy.com
for more information and to register.

