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Chuck Stoddard’s 1970 917
Shown at the Porsche Parade in the Historic 60-4-60 Display

More about the 60th Porsche Parade on Page 8, Pictures on Page 14
Photo by Melinda Halvorson
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Der Skooner

 Melinda and I attended the annual 
Porsche Parade in French Lick, Indiana 
at the end of  June, which celebrated the 
60th anniversary of  the PCA. Bob and 
Carol Lynch, Jeff  and Linda Sena, and 
Bob Anderson from our region also 
attended. For those of  you who have 
attended a Parade, you can attest to how 
much fun it is. For those of  you who 
haven’t, I think all of  us who attended 
would commend this to you as a “can’t 
miss” event at least once in your life.  
This year’s was particularly fun, not 
only due to the beautiful French Lick 
and West Baden host hotels, but also 
due to the setting in the Hoosier forest 
of  Southern Indiana, the great driving 
roads, and the 60th celebration activities 
– the special museum room of  cars and 
memorabilia, and the 60-4-60 historic 
display of  cars in the concours area.  
 Bob Anderson, of  Hastings, had 
his 993 C4S considered for the 60-4-60 
display. Bob and Carol Lynch accom-
panied their close friends Chuck and 
Cynthia Stoddard (yes, those Stoddards 
of  Porsche fame), who brought their 
917 and Gmund coupe for display in 
the 60-4-60 setting. These were two very 
special entrants, along with other unique 
and pristine examples from Porsche his-
tory. The downside to the concours and 
related 60-4-60 display was that it had to 
be held in the parking garage at the ho-
tel due to the recent heavy rains which 
made the golf  course too soft to accept 
the cars for the event. The lighting and 
set up in the garage was well managed, 
however, and they made the best of  a 
somewhat difficult situation. There were 
over 2,000 who attended, with over 
1,000 cars. The next two Parades are at 

Jays Peak, Vermont and then Spokane, 
Washington. Will likely be 2018 before 
another makes it somewhere closer to 
us here in the Midwest. Plan according-
ly!
 We have many upcoming events 
which should appeal to many. August 
1st is the fun run and lunch to the Lied 
Center in Nebraska City. We already 
have nearly 40 signed up. The 15th 
holds another Sonic Shown ‘N Shine in 
Lincoln. The 16th is another afternoon 
fun run followed by a wine tasting at 
the Corkscrew in Rockbrook here in 
Omaha. The 22nd is the Second Annual 
GPR Golf  Outing at Oak Hills. We 
would like more participants, so please 
consider signing up by RSVPing to 
Terry Lessmann at txlessmann@cox.
net. The 23rd is the SummerFest Show 
and Shine at Lutheran Church of  the 
Master.  
 We have a special car show coming 
up on September 24th – a Thursday 
evening – for children who are cancer 
survivors and their families at Elm-
wood Park. We’re looking for 20 club 
members’ cars to place in the show for 
a couple hours that Thursday evening.  
It’s not a big time commitment, but in 
partnering with Children’s Hospital for 
this event, we think it could be a very 
fun and special night for the children.  
Please contact Kim at kmburger37@
icloud.com or me at kdhalvorson@cox.
net if  you have an interest in bringing 
your car. I know several members have 
other special cars not of  the Porsche 
marque – those would be very 
welcomed as well.

-Kurt

Der Skooner - Volume 50 Issue 8
Editorial Policy: Der Skooner is the official publication of  the Great Plains Region/Porsche Club of  
America. Statements and opinions appearing in Der Skooner are those of  the author and not neces-
sarily those of  the GPR, PCA, the Board or the Editor. The Editor reserves the right to edit all ma-
terial and to publish only material that is felt to be of  the best interest of  GPR/PCA. Photos by the 
Editor unless otherwise noted. Other regions are welcome to reprint Der Skooner articles, provided 
that the source and author are credited. Address changes must be sent to both Kurt Halvorson, 1217 
N. 129th Circle, Omaha, NE 68154, and PCA, PO Box 5900, Springfield, VA  22150.
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customrealty

customized 
management
For your commercial real estate.

John Krecek, Broker 
Tel: (402) 995-1470    
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com

Der Skooner

Great Plains Region
Porsche Club of America
2015 Membership Form

IS NOW ONLINE!
PCA

You can now join or renew your GPR membership online!

You must be a PCA member (www.pca.org) to join the Great Plains Region.

Please go to www.gprpca.com and click on the green button: 
“Join or Renew Your GPR Membership Online”

Choose from 1, 2, or 3 year renewals.
Complete the information and pay by credit card on our secure site.

All GPR memberships expire on December 31st.

If  you prefer to pay by check, print the form and mail it in.
Please contact Sandy Bruso, Membership Chair, with any questions: 

402.612.7931.

GPR Name Badges
 You may have seen your GPR 
Board members wearing these name 
badges at events. We would like to 
offer them to our members. They 
are magnetic with the GPR logo.

 The name badges are $12, which 
includes shipping to your home. 
They will take about 3 weeks to 
arrive.
 Name badges will be ordered 
once a month on the last day of  
each month. If  you would like to 
order one, please contact Melinda at 
gprnewsletter@gmail.com.

Your Name
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View From the Grid: MPH - July
By Jason Bien
 Not long after the morning sun 
had crested the Hastings horizon, 
the advanced DE group started 
preparing for another exciting week-
end. The July 19th & 20th DE event 
at MPH in Hastings was one for 
the books, with roughly 30 drivers 
in attendance the run groups were 
both highly competitive yet not too 
crowded … arguably the perfect 
blend of  self-improvement and 
excitement. This along with excellent 
track conditions provided the recipe 
for a great weekend. Russ Standage 
and I were both very thankful for a 
fairly cool summer weekend.
 MPH now has the addition of  
the “Race Port”, a sun-proof, wind-
proof, bomb-proof  car shelter…
okay maybe not those last two; this 
new structure has created an excel-

lent space for drivers to park their 
cars in the shade during these hot 
summer months, at only $25/day it’s 
well worth it. A pleasant and unex-
pected by-product of  this new struc-
ture was the birth of  a new form 
of  comradery. During prior events, 
drivers would finish their runs and 
would retreat to their respective 
trailers, canopies, etc., to stay out of  
the sun. Those days are gone; now, 
everybody parks back under the 
Race Port and chats about their last 
session while relaxing in the shade. 
Surely a great addition to an already 
successful track.
 Outside the “usual suspects” at 
MPH, there were a few fresh faces 
in the crowd. Geoff  Basler (2015 
GT3), Bob Slovek (1999 911), and 
Ted Bleimehl (2007 911). All three 

did extremely well learning the ins 
and outs of  technical course that is 
MPH, and had a blast in the process! 
A big thank you to you guys for 
helping further support the club and 
the track; not to mention sharpening 
your own skills too.  
 Many thanks also go out to all 
the instructors, without you events 
like this wouldn’t be possible. Lastly, 
a big thanks to George Anderson, 
Joe Chambers, Sally Knapp, and 
Kurt Halvorson for putting together 
another great event. For all who may 
be interested in getting out there 
with their cars, these are the folks to 
talk to with any questions.
  Until next time, there’s your view 
from the grid.

(More pictures on Page 16.)

Nick and George making sure all is ok. Photo by Joe Chambers Gridding up. Photo by Joe Chambers

Enjoying the shade and company under the Race Port.
Photo by Kurt Halvorson

Dinner at Kitty’s Roadhouse Saturday night. Photo by Joe Chambers
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2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August
1st Fun Run to Nebraska City - Lied Center          10:00 am
 RSVP by July 28th to kmburger37@icloud.com.
 

7th Porsche of  Omaha Grand Opening    6625 L Street     6 - 8:00 pm
 Please reserve your spot NOW: RSVP@woodhouse.com. More information on Page 7.

8th Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I   3605 N. 147th St., Omaha   8:00 am
 Space is limited. Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 5th to kmburger37@icloud.com.

15th Sonic Show ‘N Shine Cruise Night    South 48th St. & Highway 2, Lincoln 6 - 9:00 pm
 See Page 7.

16th Fun Run & Wine Tasting at Corkscrew Wine & Cheese, Omaha    1:00 pm
 See Page 13 and watch your email for more information!

22nd 2nd Annual GPR Golf  Outing     Oak Hills Country Club, Omaha  1:00 pm
 See Page 7 for details. RSVP to txlessmann@cox.net by August 12th.

23rd SummerFest Show ‘N Shine*     1200 N. 181st Court, Elkhorn   1 - 3:00 pm  
 See Page 11 for more information.

September
12th Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I   3605 N. 147th St., Omaha   8:00 am

13th All-European Show & Shine*     Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha   12 - 3:00 pm
 See Page 9 for more information.

19th - 20th Fall Finale DE        RPM
 Registration opened August 1st. at ClubRegistration.net.

24th Children’s Hospital & Medical Center Car Show for Survivors & Families*   5:30 - 7:30 pm
 Help support cancer survivors & their families with an informal car show. See Page 9 for more information.

October
1st - 3rd Escape to Rushmore 2015     Black Hills of  South Dakota
 See Page 11. Registration is expected to open soon at escape2015.pca.org.

10th Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I   3605 N. 147th St., Omaha   8:00 am

November
14th Porsches & Pancakes - The Egg & I   3605 N. 147th St., Omaha   8:00 am

Stay up to date on all GPR events on our website: gprpca.com

*Not a GPR/PCA sponsored event
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Manarin Investment Counsel

Advisory services offered through Manarin Investment Counsel, 
Ltd, an SEC Registered Investment Advisory Firm. Securities 
offered through its affiliate Manarin Securities Corporation, 
a registered Broker/Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.

Roland Manarin
President and Portfolio Manager

402.330.1166
rrm@manarin.com

For an appointment with Roland, 
call 402.330.1166 and mention you 
are a member of the Porsche Club!

You are invited to attend the 
Grand Opening 

of  our new facility. 
Join us for an evening of  all things 

Porsche as we celebrate the 
history and future of  the brand.

August 7th

6 - 8:00 pm
6625 L St., Omaha

Please RSVP now to 
Porsche.RSVP@woodhouse.com 

to reserve your spot!

Love to Golf? 
 The 2nd Annual GPR Member 
Golf  Scramble will be held at Oak 
Hills Country Club on August 
22nd. The first tee time is 1:00 
pm. Cost is $80 per person, which 
includes 18 holes of  golf, cart, a 
delicious meal following the scram-
ble, and prizes. The format will be 
a Texas Scramble. Pace of  play will 
be monitored, so some golf  skill is 
recommended.
 Everyone is welcome but you 
must be signed up prior to the event 
so we have an accurate count for 
meals. There are 7 tee times/28 
participants available. Please contact 
Terry Lessmann at txlessmann@cox.
net (note 2 N’s) by August 12th with 
your email address and participant 
names. Let Terry know when you are 
signing up if  you want to participate 
with someone in particular, other-
wise Terry will make the pairings.

Sonic Show ‘N Shine

Cruise Night
 Don’t miss the next Sonic Show 
‘N Shine of  the season! This sum-
mer social event gives members and 
enthusiasts a great venue to gather 
and show their cars. It is now in an 
all-Euro format, so everything from 
a Porsche to a Lamborghini and any-
thing in between may come. Join us 
Saturday, August 15th at the south 
Sonic Drive-In in Lincoln at 
Highway 2 and South 48th Street 
from 6 - 9:00 pm. Come and go as 
you like.
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Parade Virgin
By Jeff  Sena

 Being a fairly new Porsche 
owner and club member I was 
well as they say a “Virgin” at the 
many things Porsche owners and 
club members have an opportuni-
ty to do. So when I saw an article 
in Panorama Magazine about the 
2015 Porsche Parade in French Lick, 
Indiana my interest was piqued. Not 
only was French Lick the hometown 
of  Larry Bird, all time Boston Celtic 
great, but also a short drive, 670 
miles from Bellevue, Nebraska. It 
would also give me an opportunity 
to convince my best friend from 
Ohio to make a shorter drive and 
meet me there. Game on! The first 
thing I learned was that registering 
online at the moment the web site 
was active is a must. Over 2,000 
other club members and I all tried to 
sign up at the same time. The web 
site quickly slowed down and some 
events were full before I could sign 
up, even hotel space in two large re-
sorts (French Lick and West Baden) 
sold out the first day! 
 After registering came the re-
ality of  packing a week’s worth of  
clothes, golf  clubs and car cleaning 
supplies in the two small trunks of  
my ‘03 986. Needless to say no clubs 
or cleaning supplies made the trip 
but two small travel cases and some 
snacks did. After a long boring drive 
along our deteriorating interstate 
system I was happy to see another 
Porsche, Kurt and Melinda 
Halvorson, on I-64 in Indiana. At 
least I think it was them, as a Blue 
911 sped past me with a quick wave!
 Upon arrival I knew I had made 
a good choice. We were greeted  at 
the welcome tent with cold water 
and a goody bag. Cleaning supplies 
were not needed as 24 hour car wash 

Jeff  Sena admiring a GT4. Photo by Linda Sena

stations were available and stocked 
with Griot products. The hotel was 
great, large verandas spanned the 
front and historical embellishment 
was everywhere, from the lobby to 
the many courtyards and gardens. 
Built in the 1800’s the hotel had 
been totally renovated in 2006 with 
modern convinces, but retaining 
classical charm.
 So many events, so little time. 
Besides displays on new Porsches in 
the lobby there were hundreds of  
cars in the three concours areas, in-
cluding a “60-4-60” display which in-
cluded one car from every year start-
ing with 1955, celebrating 60 years 
of  PCA. Cars included a 356 that 
attended the first Parade in 1955, a 
1996 911 GT 1 Le Mans Racer and 
a Viola Metallic 918 Spyder Nirvana! 
Not only that but the parking lots 
were full of  Porsches and we soon 
took over the town! While refueling 
my car one day a young man in a 
pickup truck pulled up next to me 
and said, “I have seen a thousand 
Porsches this week. It must be a sign 
from God”. He’d been offered a job 
at a Porsche dealership in Louisville 
and decided right then and there to 
take it!
 We did two scenic drives, called 
fun runs here. The first a 55 mile 
trip with 60 other Porsches to the 

Huber Distillery 
where numerous 
spirits were sampled 
and a fine lunch 
was served. The 
second, called the 
Ohio River Valley 
Scenic Byway tour 
consisted of  over 
70 Porsches, split 
into two groups 
traversing 100 miles 
of  twists. We were 
cautioned the day 
before one driver 

spun out and a few more received 
citations, so be forewarned. Lots of  
road camber changes and negative 
G’s at the tops of  hills with blind 
spots as we crested, such fun! These 
were the types of  roads my car was 
made for, hugging the road. Oh that 
distinctive Porsche exhaust note in 
my ear! Lunch at the Snitzelbank 
Restaurant awaited us. Great Ger-
man food and drink. Then back to 
the hotel at a more leisurely pace. 
 There were banquets every night 
and many other fun activities includ-
ing: Gimmick Rallies, Gymkhanas, 
Michelin Drive and Compare and 
activities for the kids. Most were 
located at our hotel, French Lick, 
but some were at West Baden, where 
Kurt and Melinda stayed. We joined 
them for dinner one night only to 
have Dr. Wolfgang Porsche and his 
son Felix walk by and wave. Felix 
had the honor of  driving the new 
Cayman GT4 into the West Baden 
lobby during the Concours Banquet 
the night before. Next year’s Parade 
is June 19-26 in Jay, Vermont at Jay 
Peak Resort. Now if  I can only con-
vince Linda, my wife, that it’s just a 
bit longer drive!        
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Porsche Car Show for 
Cancer Survivors and 
Families
 Here is your chance to bring joy 
to children and their families. The 
Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center Candlelighters of  Omaha 
Support Group will have a family 
picnic for their patients and fami-
lies and they have invited the GPR 
to bring Porsches for a casual car 
show at their picnic. This group 
serves children and adolescents with 
cancer, their siblings, and parents. 
Seeing your cars will be a big hit 
with the patients and their families.
 The support group’s picnic is 
Thursday, September 24th from 
5:30 - 7:30 pm at the Elmwood 
Park Pavilion, 802 S. 60th Street, 
Omaha. There is a parking lot (with 
approximately 100 stalls) adjacent 
to the Pavilion that Omaha Parks 
will close off  at 5 pm. Cars will park 
every-other stall to allow for viewing 
space between them.
 The GPR would like to provide 
a variety of  Porsches (limited to 20)  
for the picnic. Please contact Kim 
Burger to sign up: kmburger37@
icloud.com.

All European Show and Shine at 
Lauritzen Gardens
 See fine European cars and motorcycles on display. Imagine models of  
Jaguar, Porsche, Mercedes-Benz, Ducati, BMW, Ferrari, Pantera, Alfa Ro-
meo, Austin Healey and others surrounded by the beauty of  the garden. 
The event is Sunday, September 13th from noon to 3:00 pm at Lauritzen 
Gardens, 100 Bancroft Street, Omaha.
 Guests may walk the 100 acres of  gardens or they may take a narrated 
tram tour for $3 per person, which includes a stop at Kenefick Park. The 
café will be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for lunch and snacks. 
 Admission to the expo is free with paid garden admission - $10 for 
adults and $5 for children age six to 12. Garden members and children 
under age six are admitted free of  charge. 
 We are looking for participation! If  you have a fine old or new European 
car or bike and you would like to exhibit in the garden (or you know some-
one who does), please contact Jennifer Evans at j.evans@omahabotanical-
gardens.org. 
 ATTENTION CAR SHOW EXHIBITORS: 
 Cars being exhibited at the show will enter the Lauritzen Gardens prop-
erty at the back gate, located one block east of  6th and Cedar streets (at 5th 
and Cedar streets).

July Porches and Pancakes
 Twenty-one GPR members enjoyed break-
fast together on July 11th even with a bit of  a 
soggy start to the morning. 
 Join us August 8th for our next breakfast at 
The Egg & I at 3605 S. 147th Street, Omaha. 
Email Kim Burger at kmburger37@icloud.com 
by Wednesday, August 5th and let him know 
you’ll be there!
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 After driving at Laguna Seca last 
year, my brother and I wanted to 
run at another great course this year. 
We looked around and found an 
Advanced DE in conjunction with 
a Club Race at COTA. It was a bit 
difficult getting sign up information 
but with the help of  Tom Cooper, 
got connected with someone who 
gave us the skinny on when regis-
tration opened. We got registered, 
accepted, and placed into the higher 
of  the two DE run groups.  
 I was a bit nervous about the 
course when looking at YouTube 
videos for training - lots of  corners 
(20) that seemed a bit non-descript.  
I watched lots of  Laguna Seca 
videos last year and got great info. 
I didn’t feel quite as prepared for 
COTA.
 Speaking of  prepared, I’d done 
several mods to my Cayman over the 
winter (IPD plenum +GT3 throttle 
body, suspension bushings,  braided 
brake lines, and rear toe arms). To 
help shake them out, I participated 
in the Spring Fling at RPM, which 
was 2 weeks before COTA. Every-
thing worked fine. Except on Mon-
day when I’m backing into the street 
to go to work, the clutch feels very 
bad. Over the lunch hour I have 
Jason Bien drive it and he confirms 
my suspicion - the clutch is toast. 
Jason assures me he’ll rearrange 
schedules and have his mechanic 
work OT to get me going. I drop 
the Cayman off  on Thursday and 
get my car back Tuesday afternoon 
Crossed my fingers and hoped my 
luck was good.
 The DE was a 3 day event, 
starting Friday, May 8. My brother 
lives in KC and my sister lives in 
suburban Dallas. The plan was for 

Hamilton, Rosberg, Vettel and … Lessmann?
By Terry Lessmann

Terry Lessmann wringing it out at COTA.
Photo by Sideline Sports Photography

us to leave on Wednesday and meet 
at my sister’s that evening, then drive 
to Austin on Thursday. Since it was 
happening on Mother’s Day week-
end, I talked my 82 year old mom 
into riding along with me. On the 
way down there was a tornado blow-
ing through OKC. We navigated 
traffic and made an end run before 
the storm arrived. Felt lucky but had 
no way of  knowing this would be a 
precursor of  things to come…
 We drove to Austin Thursday, 
checked in and teched in at the track. 
What a mammoth facility! There was 
also a “chalk talk” at 6:30 pm where 
the intricacies of  the track would be 
discussed. One of  the two instruc-
tors was Jim Garrett of  Continental 
Tire fame. They talked about pre-
ferred lines through corners and 
visual aids to look for. One of  those 
aids are yellow protruding blocks 
in the apex of  the tough corners. 
Their suggestion was to have your 
car parallel to them and you’d be 
in good shape through the corner. 
They also suggested making turns 
3-5 a straight line and you wouldn’t 
upset the car. This meant a bit of  

gator driving through 4 & 5. Since it 
was also supposed to be a bit rainy 
throughout the weekend, they said 
the track itself  was very grippy when 
wet but the gators were not, so we 
should avoid the painted parts of  
the track whenever it was wet. They 
also said if  anyone spun off  and hit 
a section of  safer barrier, the first 
person on the scene would be a track 
employee writing us a bill for the 
replacement cost of  the barrier. One 
final tidbit - there was open passing 
with a point by, including corners, 
except turns 3-6. This would be my 
1st event in those situations.   
 The first run on Friday was awe-
some! There were 51 cars in our run 
group, including 16 GT3s or Turbos. 
It would take a few laps to get every-
one sorted into their natural posi-
tions and at times you felt all you 
did was let fast cars go by. But the 
later laps were usually going against 
cars of  your own speed. Late in the 
last run of  the day, I caught up to 
a Porsche and Miata and we were 
approaching turn 20. As we entered 
the front straight, the Porsche 

(Continued on Page 12)
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SummerFest 
Show and Shine
 Bring your Porsche (ALL car 
clubs and enthusiasts are welcome!) 
to Lutheran Church of  the Master’s 
SummerFest Show & Shine on Sun-
day, August 23rd at 1200 N. 181st 
Court, Elkhorn. Check-in begins at 
11 am. The car show is from 1 to 
3:00 pm, with trophies awarded at 3. 
There is no cost to participate in the 
Show & Shine.
 Bring your entire family to enjoy 
free admission to a wonderful after-
noon with many activities at Sum-
merFest, beginning with lunch at 
noon. (This event is not sponsored 
by the Great Plains Region.)

Planning a drive this 
summer with your 
Porsche?
 
 We want to read about it! Email 
an article about your trip with a few 
pictures to gprnewsletter@gmail.
com. The deadline for Der Skooner 
is the 15th of  each month. 

New Members
By Sandy Bruso 
Membership Chair

 Please welcome our new PCA 
member. We encourage you to join 
the GPR and join us in participating 
in all our regional activities.

Randy Neumann

 Join us in welcoming the new 
GPR members. Please make them 
feel welcome the next time you see 
them at an event.

Steve Bartlett
Tom Kay

Scott Lautenbach

 Join us in the Black Hills of  
South Dakota on October 1-3. Drive 
your Porsche through this beautiful 
land and you’ll soon discover it is 
the best way to experience this vast 
country. Escape to Rushmore will 
not disappoint.
 Check the website: escape2015.
pca.org to register and for more 
information. 

Join us on 
Facebook:

facebook.com/
groups/gprpca
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(Hamilton, Rosberg, Vettel and 
Lessmann? ... Cont’d from Page 10)

pointed the Miata by. Its driver pulls 
over to pass while simultaneously 
pointing me by. I jumped on the 
opportunity and we went 3 wide 
down the straight and I passed both 
of  them. What a blast!  I had a bit 
of  excitement earlier in that session 
- I was flying down the back straight 
about ready to start braking when all 
of  a sudden the braking zone was 
in a shower. Oh, oh. The instruc-
tors were right - my car stuck to the 
track and I made the 35 mph corner. 
That was the first session of  the day 
in wet conditions, earlier it would 
just spit. We ended the session, got 
packed up, and it poured on the way 
out of  the track. Lucky again.
 Saturday my knowledge and 
comfort increased and my times 
decreased. I started to consistently 
run sub 3 minute laps, with my best 
in the low 2:58s. After the first of  4 
sessions, we had the opportunity to 
move into a garage space for the 2 
day price of  $200. We felt that was 
good since there was an 80% chance 
of  rain on Sun. On the track, it was 
a combination of  hectic fun plan-
ning when to let someone pass and 
setting someone up to pass. Turn 11 
(the corner before the back straight) 
was a fun place to set someone up, 
but you had to give everyone lots of  
room. If  a GT3 or Turbo was ap-
proaching on the back straight, you 
didn’t even need to slow down to let 
them by. You did have to be careful 
you didn’t rip your arm off  doing a 
point by at over 100 mph (be careful 
Denny S.). I would also keep an eye 
on my mirrors through 1 & 2 and 
would slow way down to let faster 
cars through before we hit the for-
bidden zone of  3-6. I had a red GT3 
wave his approval as he zipped into 
T3. I also tried increasing my speed 

through T3-T8 but found I was 
sloppy through the turns trying to 
be faster on the short bits between 
them. I decided smooth was better 
than fast and it would show on Sun-
day. I felt I could gain speed through 
T16-T19 and focused more on that 
section.
 Sunday dawned warm and 
humid. The hourly forecast said the 
rain wasn’t supposed to hit until 
late in the day. It was sunny and 90, 
so was glad to have the shade of  
the garage. We only have 3 sessions 
scheduled as the Club Racers owned 
the first 3 hours of  the afternoon. 
The first run was crowded but I 
was getting quite used to the open 
passing. I had 2 laps of  2:53.1 during 
that session. The next session was 
the most fun - not a lot of  open 
space but lots of  passing and being 
passed. On 2 different laps I was 
heading into the braking zone on the 
back straight. Both times a GT3 was 
fast approaching, so I’d point them 
by. We were VERY deep into the 
braking zone by this time, but they’d 
brake and downshift and zip right 
through  T12, no problem. Then a 
massive 4 hour wait for the last run. 
Steve McQueen was right about 
waiting. However, probably 50% of  
our run group packed up after the 
2nd run, so there was lots of  room 
to run open laps during the last 
session. We finished our session, got 
packed up, and headed out. It was 
a sad feeling knowing the weekend 
was over as we exited the gates for 
the last time.
 I wasn’t looking forward to the 
drive back to Dallas. I knew it would 
be busy. And I’d be tired. A little 
north of  Waco there are some nasty 
looking skies. We had 3 tornado 
warnings, 1 severe thunderstorm 
warning, and 2 flash flood warnings. 
We made it to my sister’s house 
without hail or accident damage. 

Who knew it would be safer on the 
race track? No question I roll with 
some of  the best guardian angels out 
there. I felt very lucky to be ‘home’ 
safe and sound. Monday was clear 
blue skies and a very uneventful trip 
back to OMA. Boring was nice.
 Post race thoughts…COTA is 
a fantastic facility and great track. 
There are lots of  off-camber turns 
that you think should be faster but 
you can also feel the grip going away. 
COTA is very tough on brakes, es-
pecially the left front (the 4 corners 
of  over 90 degrees are all left turns).  
Our sessions varied from 20 to 30 
minutes. I also felt good with how I 
performed in my run group. By Sun-
day I was passing some GT3s and a 
Corvette. The information from the 
various driver’s meetings was good. 
There wasn’t 100% participation 
in the driver’s meetings and those 
folks skipping them were losing out. 
It appeared 40% of  our run group 
had never driven COTA before, so 
that helped even the playing field for 
us ‘outgunned’ drivers. I like open 
passing. It’s fun but requires trust 
and plenty of  room from everyone.
 I’ve posted some of  my videos 
on YouTube. Search for my name 
and COTA to find them. Now on 
to RPM and Kansas Speedway in 
September.
 And a Post Script…A big shout 
out to Jason Bien for getting my car 
worked into their busy schedule and 
Nick Buller for getting it completed 
without problems. Nick did a great 
job. Thank you both very much.
 You’ll also notice I used the 
word ‘luck’ many times throughout 
the article. That wasn’t by accident, 
as I felt very fortunate on this trip.  
What’s the Power Ball up to?
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a cost involved for the wine tast-
ing but you can always join us for 
the Fun Run only. Estimated cost 
for the wine tasting will be $30 per 
person and will include a tasting of  5 
wines with snack trays to enjoy with 
the wine.
 Please consider joining us for 
this event and send your RSVP by 
August 13th or before we fill up.

 The GPR would like to invite 
our members to join us for a Fun 
Run and Wine Tasting event on 
Sunday, August 16th. The group 
will meet for a drive southwest of  
Omaha that will take us across the 
Platte River to the west and then 
south with a scenic drive along both 
sides of  the Platte River just south 
of  Ashland. We will be close to a 
number of  state parks and on some 
interesting little Nebraska state 
highways before we journey back to 
Omaha on I-80 to meet for a wine 
tasting at Corkscrew Wine & Cheese 
in Rockbrook Village, 10924 Prairie 
Brook Road. At the Corkscrew we 
will enjoy California wines from the 
Sonoma region as selected by their 

staff  with special discounts on the 
featured wines if  you wish to take 
some home for your personal cellar.
 Details on a starting point for 
the Fun Run will be announced via 
email in the next few weeks but the 
plan will be to meet between 1:00 
and 1:15 PM in west Omaha to start 
the Fun Run. We will try to begin 
the run as close to 1:15 PM as 
possible so that we can make it to 
the Corkscrew in Rockbrook for a 
3:00 PM start to the wine tasting.
 Due to the availability of  space 
at the Corkscrew we will be limited 
to a total of  50 people so please 
consider joining us and RSVP ASAP 
to kmburger37@icloud.com to 
reserve your space. There will be 

Fun Run and Wine Tasting Event
By Kim Burger, Social Chair
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Old friends, Chuck Stoddard teaches 
Bob Lynch how to open the bonnet of  

Chuck’s Gmund at Porsche Parade. 
Picture by Cynthia Stoddard 

Photos by Melinda Halvorson

“Is this room of  rare Porsche collectibles insured?!”
Porsche Museum room at Parade host hotel
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GPR Board Monthly Meeting Minutes
The Great Plains Region PCA Board met Tuesday, July 7, 
2015, at 6:00 p.m. at Oak Hills Country Club.

Members in attendance:  Joe Chambers, Kurt Halvorson, 
Melinda Halvorson, Tom Cooper, Bob Lynch, Sally Knapp, 
Russ Rabeler, and Steve Gehring. Eric Elliot attended by con-
ference telephone call. Kim Burger, Sandy Bruso, and John 
Krecek were unable to attend.

Events Update: The monthly breakfast on June 11 had an 
attendance of  19. A Fun Run followed breakfast. The next 
breakfast is 8:00 a.m. on July 11 at the Egg & I. 
 Porsche of  Omaha conducted an open house attended by 
a number of  Club members on Saturday, June 11. Apprecia-
tion is expressed to Woodhouse for the viewing of  Le Mans 
and the excellent food and drinks.
 A Fun Run to Nebraska City will be held on August 
1 followed by a lunch at the Timber Dining Room at Lied 
Lodge. The Fun Run will begin at Henry Doorly Zoo park-
ing lot at the corner of  13th Street and Bob Gibson Blvd. at 
10:00 a.m. that Saturday. The lunch is $13 per person.
 A Fun Run followed by a wine tasting at the Corkscrew 
in Rockbrook Shopping Center is being put together for the 
afternoon of  Sunday, August 16. The Fun Run will begin at 
1:00 p.m. and end at the Corkscrew with the wine tasting to 
begin at 3:00 p.m.

July DE Update: Currently there are 24 drivers registered 
and there will be three run groups. An email will be sent out 
to all drivers indicating the necessity to attend a drivers’ meet-
ing to be able to drive. The Safety Chair will conduct a second 
drivers’ meeting at noon if  needed.

Survey Questions: The President reviewed each of  the ques-
tions suggested for the member survey. The President will 
incorporate the suggestions and changes and send out a final 
email for review by the Board.

Secretary: The minutes of  the June meeting were approved 
as distributed. The Secretary stated that he would further 
contact Bob Gutjahr, Chair of  the PCA National Policy 
Committee, to see how the review of  the GPR Bylaws was 
proceeding. A request was made to the Secretary to distribute 
the draft minutes to Board members for comment prior to 
their publication in Der Skooner.

President:  Nothing further to report.

Past President:  Nothing to report.

Treasurer: The opening account balance for June was 
$81,749.14, and the closing balance was $78,533.47. Major 
income included the Club Race of  $24,229.18; a PCA rebate 

of  $713.00; and race sponsorships of  $350.00. Major expens-
es included the Club Race at $26,517.31; the DE portion of  
the event at $1,850.13; and administrative of  $245.67. The 
President stated that Bob Lynch, the Treasurer, was resigning 
and Russ Rabeler had agreed to become the Treasurer. Upon 
motion duly made and seconded, Russ Rabeler was elected 
as Treasurer and a Director, effective July 11, 2015, and was 
authorized to become a signatory on the bank account at Pin-
nacle Bank. The resignation of  Bob Lynch was also accepted.

The Board expressed great appreciation to Bob Lynch for all 
of  his hard work and efforts on behalf  of  the Club, shep-
herding our money. He will be missed.

Editor/Newsletter: It was reported that at the National 
Parade, there were awards presented for regional newsletters. 
While the Club didn’t win, it placed in the middle. The Editor 
was congratulated on her great work. The PCA stated that it 
wanted more member articles, pictures, and technical articles 
in the newsletters. In the August newsletter, there will be an 
article on the National Parade and a Terry Lessmann article 
on his driving experience at the Circuit of  The Americas in 
Austin, Texas. All upcoming events will be noted.

Membership: The Membership Chair had not yet received 
a report from national, although it was noted that there were 
new national members.

Registrar: The Registrar obtained consensus from the Board 
for the Fall DE event at RPM, and noted that the break-even 
cost per car would be $190 for two days. Registration will 
open August 1. The event is to be held September 18 and 19. 
There was discussion of  the Children’s Hospital Cancer Sur-
vivors Car Show at Elmwood Park on September 24. 20 cars 
are needed for the show. Board members were encouraged to 
ask people who have different or unique cars to show at 5:00 
on the 24th.

Safety: The Safety Chair stated that insurance was being 
obtained for the fall event.

Social: No further report.

Website: All events are currently listed on the website except 
the new Fun Run/wine tasting event on August 16, which will 
be added this week. The Stripe system for online renewal of  
memberships is working well.

Because the President and the Editor will be out of  town on 
August 4, the next meeting was moved to August 11, at 6:00 
p.m. at Oak Hills Country Club.  

Respectfully submitted, Steve Gehring,  Secretary
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More Photos from Summer Fun DE at MPH

Photo of  the Month!

Steve Gallagher hard at work on his car while the mechanic looks on. 
Photo by Jason Bien

Above: Lunch!
Below: Dinner at Kitty’s Roadhouse

Photos by Joe Chambers


