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The Starting Line

By Tom Cooper

December was kind of a quiet month
for the Great plains Region. The only
event on the calendar was the
monthly breakfast at the Heartland
Café. Attendance was down a little
due to the cold weather and only one
of the group was brave enough to
drive a Porsche.

is the Holiday Party at Oak Hills
Country Club on January 18th. The
annual raffle will give you a chance to
win one of three gift certificates from
Borsheim’s, and the food has always
been excellent. Be sure and let Brian
Tessman, brian24667@yahoo.com,
know you are coming

annual Porsche Parade. This year it
will be held in Monterey, California,
June 12th through the 21st. Since this
is an attractive location for this event
there is some interest in a group from
the Great Plains making the almost
1,800 mile trip. Might be a great time
for an extended fun run.

Since the weather will not be
favorable for any driving events, we
will continue our quest to expand our
waist lines in January. There is the
New Years Day brunch at the
downtown Hilton, which by the time
you read this will be over. Then we will
follow that up with a regular monthly
breakfast on the second Saturday of
the month at the Heartland Café in
Elkhorn. The big event for the month

There still has not been a formal
announcement of what will happen at
Mid America Motorplex next year.
There are plenty of rumors floating
around, so we will just wait until all the
dust settles before we announce any
events at this venue.

Finally, it’s not too early to get you
thinking about the Carrera GT Club
Race. See the notice below and get it
on your calendar.

One event that was discussed at the
monthly breakfast in December is the

Hope you all had a Merry Christmas
and wish you a safe New Year. See
you at a Great Plains Region event in
2014.
Tom
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Sponsor Hot Lap John Krecek. He’s the energetic
guy driving the red ’87 911. John puts
that energy and enthusiasm into the
Porsche Club, serving as President,
Social Chairman, and Club Race
Chairman. But what turns John on,
even more than maneuvering the track,
is teaching others how to do it. As
Chief Driving Instructor for the past
three years, and driving instructor for
10 years, he gets his biggest thrill
sharing his knowledge and experience
with others… making them successful.
“I love learning new stuff and then
teaching it to others.”

Custom Realty, LLC

companies ranging from two people to
large corporations, so he understands
the advantages and disadvantages of
both environments.

price, tailored to what the owner wants
and really needs.”

John gives as an example clients
who want special services such as
“Our niche at Custom Realty is the quarterly, rather than monthly, billing. A
individual owner and small group
large firm responding to those request
ownership of commercial buildings. We requires meetings with other
serve a segment of the market that may departments, which can take several
be viewed as too small for the largest
hours and complicate the process. “At
management firms in town,” John said. a small firm we can just do it. If they
“Our clients appreciate the low
want to be billed quarterly, or want the
overhead of a smaller company,
property visited a certain number of
knowing that the money saved in
times each month, we can do that,”
overhead is spent on their property.”
John explained. “How does the owner
want the property managed?”
As founder of Custom Realty, a
John says, “By staying focused in
firm specializing in individual owner and looking after a client’s property as
The only exception Custom Realty
small group ownership of commercial
though it were our own, we are able to makes to specializing in business
buildings, John uses that same
recommend actions to prevent
properties is management of
philosophy to help others be successful problems, or immediately act when a
homeowner associations. John has
in business and business investment. “I problem occurs. It also means that we
worked on a tree crew, and landscape
love working with people to help them
approach it with an eye to what’s
and forest management plans for
make their business successful. I love
realistic. You may need to cut corners
clients so he can manage the
to see the small business person
in some places and invest in others. An associations’ common areas.
succeed, whether he/she is a property important part of this custom approach,
owner or a tenant in one of our
he says, is treating the tenants like your
“Property management is not
managed properties.”
business partners. “If they are
rocket science, but it is a lot of moving
successful, they have no problem
pieces which are tremendously time
Custom Realty‘s niche is
paying rent.”
consuming,” John said. “The more
managing office, industrial and retail
people know about property
buildings for the property owner who
But when asked why he wanted to management the more they realize that
wants a more individualized service. It
start his own business and give up the they are better off hiring a professional
is built on a foundation of John’s years resources of a large company, John
to coordinate those details. It comes
of experience, including four years in
explained: “The larger the company, the down to asking yourself: ‘I can do it
managing a property inspection
more of your day is spent in an office
myself, but would my time be better
franchise business, and 12 years in
environment on emails, meetings, and
spent if I hire a professional.’ Of course,
property management business (seven coordinating among departments. This if they want to do it themselves, we are
years as Director of Property
drives your overhead up and less time
also happy to offer consulting and
Management in large firms).
is spent on your property. There is a
hourly work to help them succeed.”
niche of owners out there who don’t
Always wanting to help others
want to pay for that overhead and a lot
John says, “If you have
learn, John’s love of driving took him to of owners who don’t need that. I can
commercial property, I can help you
the Bondurant Driving School in
deliver a better service for the same
straighten out the curves!”
Phoenix Arizona, where he learned
racing prep, car handling, driving
techniques, car control, and safety
which he now uses as an instructor as
well as a driver.
In business, John is frequently
called on to conduct training sessions
for managers on the basics of HVAC,
construction and plumbing. With a BS
in Business from Trinity University,
John spent his early career working for

customized
management
For your commercial real estate.
John Krecek, Broker
Tel: (402) 995-1470
Email: johnkrecek@gmail.com
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Mark your calendar

GPR sponsored events underlined

January 2014

1st-New Years Day Brunch. Hilton Omaha, 1001 Cass Street, Omaha, NE 68102. 9-11a. One
may order off the menu as opposed to the buffet. We are scheduled to occupy the semi-private
room as we did last year. Great way to start the year! Please RSVP to brian24667@yahoo.com
or 402.598.4946.
11th - Breakfast at Heartland Cafe, 2615 North Main Street. Elkhorn, NE. 8:30a-???
18th-Annual Winter Party. Oak Hills Country Club, 12325 Golfing Green Drive, Omaha, NE.
6p-9p. Please RSVP to brian24667@yahoo.com or 402.598.4946 to ensure there is enough
food and refreshment for you!

February 2014
8th - Breakfast at Heartland Cafe, 2615 North Main Street. Elkhorn, NE. 8:30a-???

March 2014
8th - Breakfast at Heartland Cafe, 2615 North Main Street. Elkhorn, NE. 8:30a-???

April 2014
12th - Breakfast at Heartland Cafe, 2615 North Main Street. Elkhorn, NE. 8:30a-???

May 2014
30th-31st Carrera GT Club Race and advanced Driver Education. Motorsports Park
Hastings, 427 South Showboat Boulevard, Hastings, NE. Details to follow

June 2014
1st Carrera GT Club Race and advanced Driver Education. Motorsports Park Hastings, 427
South Showboat Boulevard, Hastings, NE. Details to follow

July 2014
19th-20th Driver Education. Motorsports Park Hastings, 427 South Showboat Boulevard,
Hastings, NE. Details to follow

2014 Winter Party
Oak Hills Country Club. 12325 Golfing Green Drive. Omaha, NE.
6-7p
7-8p

8-?p:

Social reception
Dinner
House salad with balsamic vinaigrette, fresh baked rolls
Chicken Saltimbocca with garlic and herb roasted potatos or
Filet Mignon with garlic and herb roasted potatos or
Pan-seared Salmon with garlic and herb roasted potatos
Black Forest cake for dessert.
Awards
President Tom Cooper, Master of Ceremonies
RSVP:

brian24667@yahoo.com or 402.598.4946 TODAY so
we can ensure adequate food and refreshment for YOU!
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Update from the Northwest Outpost
GPR Friends,
First of all, Merry Christmas and happy holidays to you all. I miss you all more than you realize, and I am
thankful for the many memories. I am often reminded of the time we spent together, especially when my computer
goes to screen saver mode, and it randomly displays a slideshow of the photos from the past ten years. Wow, what a
bunch of gatherings took place, and many of those left my cheeks sore from smiling so much.  Of course I am
especially grateful to Bob & Carol Lynch, for the generous and thoughtful GPR surprise party they hosted as I was
leaving town. This event added to those memories. The `roast’ tribute by John Krecek was especially touching. I am
confident that there are no better people than those who are amongst the GPR brethren.
Ninety days have gone by in a flash since I moved to the Seattle area. I love the new job, although it keeps me
very busy with long days as I try to learn the new people, processes, and tools. Combine that with the historic times
at Microsoft, with construction of new data centers at an unprecedented pace, and the result is long days at work.
This has kept me from being in touch as much as I would like to.
The job is good, the city is good, and life is good. I have many things for which to count my blessings. The two
biggest surprises are the congested traffic (only 1 person warned me about that) and the cost of housing. I decided
to rent for 6 months to take time to learn the area and the market. Before moving, I visited a CNN Money web site,
which calculated the cost of housing to be 66% higher than Omaha. So far, it seems to me like 10X. So we will defer
more to our realtor, keep hoping to find something affordable, and perhaps buy some lottery tickets like the guy in
Gretna. Don’t get me wrong, I am not complaining. Mostly I want you to count your blessings for the affordable living in
Nebraska.
Now for some sarcastic Sandy humor: Somehow along the way, I became Frasier Crane. I live in Seattle, drink
coffee, enjoy fine food & wine, use big words, had a Jack Russell Terrier, and own a Chihuly glass bowl. (which
Christie won) The furnished house I rented even has a grand piano in the living room. The only thing missing was a
BMW, so I bought an old 325i to get around town. I am not trying to be like him, but the correlations are becoming
uncanny. I guess my hair will fall out next.  The two most important things to have in a car up here are not related to
performance, styling, etc. Most important is how well it idles and creeps in traffic jams (automatic transmission is a
must) and secondly having rain-sensing wipers.
So much for the sarcasm. We have done some spectacular things. They have great concert venues in nightclubs
(love good music) sightseeing, bicycling, etc. I found a great Husker bar 5 miles away, and have watched every game
there with 60+ fans dressed in red, with an inflatable Little Red mascot guarding the front door. Christie and I attended
a masquerade ball at the Seattle Art Museum, which was a very well done corporate event for our division at work. I
have taken scenic boat tours on Lake Washington and Lake Union, and spent time downtown at Pike’s Market.
Nearby Woodinville has over 100 wineries, so we have done some tastings there too.
I just joined the PCA region in town, and thanks to my bosses’ boss who is a great guy and a Porsche nut, I have
met some great guys and have attended breakfast together every Sunday with fellow p-car nuts. He even wrote an
article for the region newsletter which was published this month, regarding the breakfast gang and his passion for
Porsches.
I have also attended a few Pacific Northwest Region events, such as a car show, dinner event, and a F1
gathering for the COTA race. I haven’t been to the local tracks yet, but perhaps I can squeeze that in sometime in the
months ahead. The region has a large membership, and I remain hopeful to meet some more members.
In closing, now that I have gotten you up to speed on the past 3 months, I hope to hear from each of you to learn
what is new in your lives. Please feel free to email, (ssteckman@cox.net) I would love to hear from you.
Warm regards, and cherish those memories.
Sandy Steckman
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....that’s what I’m talking about
Happy New Year!

Here’s hoping you had a wonderful
Christmas celebrating with family and
friends and, of course, remembering why
we celebrate in the first place.
Sandy Steckman sent us all a note from
the Northwest Outpost. He’s doing well
which is pleasing to all of us. Enjoy the
read; it’s pure Sandy!
The Woodhouse Challenge generated
$801,000 in this fifth year. What an
honorable, family oriented effort on their
part. Makes one very proud to have them
as our primary sponsor. Thank you
Woodhouse for thinking of others less
fortunate. Your heart is in the right place.
Thank you!
Autoweek was quite the contributor this
month. Granted we’re starting 51 years of
Porsche 911 continuous production.
Evolutionary Road offers a concise
review of the previous 50 that hopefully
you find informative and enjoyable.
The “Craigs List Ad of the Week” has
absolutely nothing to do with our marque.
Nothing. But, I found it to be exceedingly
amusing and thought it might put a smile
on your face today. Note the bullet casing
in the instrument panel
At the Heartland Breakfast Saturday last
we were discussing an ad that appeared
in the Omaha World Herald offering a
1975 Porsche 911 with a Toyota engine
for sale. I contacted the seller and he
forwarded several photos of the vehicle.
It once was a Turbo. Can it be “made
right?”. The sellers number is
402.517.7143 or er4100@aol.com
See you at the New Years Day brunch
and the Winter Party! Right? Heartland
Breakfast is also enjoyable!
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Check it out...
Sandy Steckman sent us the following link - http://www.pnwr.org/spiel/spielOnline.asp - to the Pacific Northwest
Porsche Club of America monthly publication Spiel. The Pacific Northwest Club has in excess of 1,500 members so the
publications you will experience are a bit different from Der Skooner.
Bob Lynch notes “somebody left a blue and white umbrella in the trailer or Suburban at the last MAM track event”. If
it’s yours please contact Bob at 402.573.1684 or robert.lynch911@gmail.com.

Caption Contest
Dennis Fitzke suggests that Denny is telling us:
"I looked down, and there was a flame this long
coming through the floorboard."
Thank you Dennis for the caption Of course you
win absolutely nothing for the winning entry!

10

President:
Tom Cooper
635 Shorewood Lane
Waterloo, NE 68069
402.779.2261 (h)
tcooper40@cox.net
Past President:
Steve Wilwerding
4811 Davenport St.
Omaha, NE 68132
402.319.8623 (h)
steve.wilwerding@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Robert Lynch
6100 Northern Hills Dr.
Omaha, NE 68152
402.573.1684 (h)
robert.lynch911@gmail.com
Secretary:
Abe Schlott
727 S. 13th Street
Omaha, NE 68102
402.977.5885 (h)
aschlott@wd-wpp.com
Membership:
Sandy Bruso
2862 Duane Plz. Apt D
Bellevue, NE 68123
402.612.7931 (h)
brusos@usa.redcross.org
Safety:
Sally Knapp
919 Bayberry Dr.
Bellevue, NE 68005
402.291.9350 (h)
sallyknapp@juno.com
Social:
Brian Tessman
12929 Jessie Avenue
Omaha, NE 68164
402.598.4946 (h)
brian24667@yahoo.com
Der Skooner Editor:
George Poullos
6221 North 158th Avenue Circle
Omaha, NE 68116-4027
402.679.4915 (m)
gpx@cox.net
Web Master:
Eric Elliott
736 West Godfrey Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68521
402.770.7986 (h)
ericelliott@mac.com

GPR Board and Monthly Meeting Minutes
The Great Plains Region PCA Board of Directors met December 3, 2013 at the
home of John Krecek. Members present: Tom Cooper, Bob Lynch, Brian Tessman, Sally
Knapp, Steve Wilwerding, George Poullos, Joe Chambers, John Krecek and Eric Elliott
Secretary: The minutes from the November meeting were approved.
President: MAM was sold at auction; Tom Cooper will contact the new owner to
discuss his plans for the track. Nominees for the 2013 awards were
discussed. Tom made a motion to donate the money from parade laps to
Wounded Warriors, seconded by Steve.
Registrar: Joe purchased a new printer.
Club Race Chair: The event application has been completed and sent
November 8. All positions have been filled and the Holiday Inn Express in
Hastings has been confirmed as the office hotel. Fees will be increased for
the race, test and tune, and DE. Refreshments will be provided Friday night
and Tessman party Saturday night. GPR has signed the contract.
Treasurer: Bob presented the monthly report.
Social: Upcoming events are breakfast on December 14th, possible brunch on
New Year’s Day at the Downtown Hilton, and the Holiday Party on January
18th. Postcards will be mailed for the Holiday Party. Tom distributed a social
calendar to everyone.
Membership: Two new national members were approved by a motion/second.
Safety: Nothing to report.
Newsletter: All advertisers have been contacted and will continue for 2014.
Discussed raffle items for Holiday party.
Website: New Der Skooner and Holiday Party are on the website.
Old/New Business: Tom suggested we buy new batteries for club radios. Steve
will research inexpensive alternatives.
The next meeting will be January 7, 2014 at the home of Bob Lynch at 6pm.
Respectfully submitted, Sally Knapp

Club Race Registrar
Joe Chambers
17069 Dora Hamann Parkway
Omaha, NE 68116
402.493.0207
jbchambers2@cox.net
Web Page: http://gpl.pca.org
PCA Zone 10 Rep:
Kim Fritze
612.275.4891
zone10rep@gmail.com

PCA

Editorial Policy: Der Skooner is the official publication of the Great Plains Region/Porsche Club of America. Statements and
opinions appearing in Der Skooner are those of the author and not necessarily those of the GPR, PCA, the Board or the Editor. The Editor
reserves the right to edit all material and to publish only material that is felt to be in the best interest of GPR/PCA. Other regions are welcome
to reprint Der Skooner articles provided that the source and author are credited. Address changes must be sent to both Tom Cooper, 635
Shorewood Lane, Waterloo, NE 68069 and PCA, P.O. Box 5900, Springfield, VA 22150.
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